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Translator’s Preface

This book is an English translation of sheikh professor Salih Al-Fawzin's
ot gl S 20 B panltt Concise Commentary on the Book of Tawhid: Dar
Al-* Asimah, 2001 B.C. (ISBN: 2002/22). Our main aim in providing the English
translation is propagating the true Da'wah that derives from Allah’s Book and
His Messenger’s Sunnah. This is a duty that every Muslim should cherish. Allah
says: “And let there be [arising] from you a nation inviting to [all that is] good,
enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong, and those will be the
successful” (Al 'Imran: 104). With this in mind, this translated work is, then, a
humble response to our realization of a great responsibility to give the English
speaking reader access to rich Islamic Creed Literature that presents Islam pure
and simple, as close as possible to the way understood and practiced by the
Early Righteous Salaf. In doing so, we have left no stone unturned to make sure
that the final copy of a translated book meets a specific high quality standard
that would convey the same meaning intended by the author and expressed in
the original source text. In effect, we have tried to set a balance between the
originality of thought and the nature of the style of language.

To attain this aim, our work (in this book and others) exhibits certain
distinctive features, namely, the process of translation, the style, the attention
paid to the sociolinguisticaspects (i.e., transliteration, glossary and endnotes).
We touch upon these features in the following section.

1.PROCESS

Before reaching the publisher, our work goes through a developmental
process to guarantee that the final version of the translated book is as perfect
as can be.

In effect, this process commences with the first-hand translation, which
is done by some very carefully chosen translators who are native-speakers
of Arabic and have a native-like command of the target language. The main
principle that governs the translation process is that the translator is after
integrity. With integrity as the main target, the translators would not be
tempted to impose their own ideas on the text nor would they gloss over the
difficult paragraphs instead of taking the trouble to find out what is really
meant. Translators would do their best to convey both the content and spirit
of the original.
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The next step of the process is undertaken by a reviser who has a high
profile in translating religious texts and is aware of the traps that one might
fall into. In addition, he has a thorough religious background knowledge that
enables him to detect any unintended error in conveying the meaning.

The revised version is then submitted to a picky editor who is well-versed
in the target language and has substantial knowledge of Islamic Sciences.

Finally, the edited version is handed over to a native-speaker of English
who is knowledgeable in Islamic Sciences to make sure that the translation is
readable and meaningful to the target audience.

2.8TYLE

A natural outgrowth of the processes adopted in translation is the style
the final version has come out in. The intended meaning of the author has
been conveyed in a style that is authentic and as close to the original as
possible. It really sounds authentic: So natural that the work does not read
like a translation, but an indigenous piece of writing. The translation version
is marked by remarkable variety and richness as well as tremendous skill at
writing within formal religious genre. Moreover, attempts have been made to
have it simple, clear and appealing to the target audience.

3.ATTENTION TO SOCIOLINGUISTIC ASPECTS

As a way to fill up the gap caused by sociolinguistic differences between
the two languages (source language and target language), our work includes
some additional features (i.e., transliteration, glossary and endnotes) that
would guarantee better understanding of the concepts and ideas that might
confuse the English speaking reader due to the lack of schemata in this field.

A- TRANSLITERATION SYSTEM

In the process of translation, we made a serious attempt to limit the use of
transliterated Arabic terms (see table in p. X) to the following two situations:

i) There is no English expression that can reflect the same meaning
as the original term.

ii) The Arabic term is of such importance that it is essential to
familiarize the reader with it.

B-GLOSSARY

At the end of the book, we have included a glossary defining common Arabic
terms that fulfill the above criteria. Included in the glossary also are terms that
need further explanation.



Translator's Preface Xy

C-ENDNOTES

In the endnotes, we have given clear and concise explanations of the terms
thatare notclear or understandable to the target reader due to the sociolinguistic
differences in addition to the commentaries written by the author himself
Furthermore, each hadith mentioned in the text of the book is ascribed in the
endnotes to the book it is quoted from.

D-INDICES

To facilitate the process of going through the book and save the reader’s
time, we have included a name index. So, if the reader is looking for a given
name, s/he would go directly to the index to find the page number.

4. QURAN TRANSLATION

The Qur'an is Allah's exact words. These words can never ever be exactly
translated into other languages because of, among other things, possible
misinterpretations and limited human understanding. What is followed in
the book is to translate the meanings as understood by Muslim scholars. We
solely depended on the “Translation of the Meaning of the Qur'an’, translated
by Saheeh International - Riyadh and published by Abulqasim Publishing
House. When a verse is cited, the English interpretation is given between
quotation marks “..." in indented, bold, and italicized format. The location
of the Qur'anic verse, the name of the sura is given below to the verse as it is
illustrated in the example below:

“And We sent not before you any messenger except that We
revealed to him that there is no deity except Me, so worship Me™

(Al-Anbyd’: 25)

5. HADITH TRANSLATION

Similarly, when we cite a /Aadith, we mention the book of fadith it is
quoted from in addition to its number in the book. Further, the translation of
Prophetic Aadith is represented in an indented format, italicized and between
quotation marks *...” as it is illustrated in the example below:

“Do not drink in gold or silver vessels nor eat in similar bowls (i.e.
bowls made of gold or silver), for they belong to them (the disbelievers)
in this world and to us in the Hereafter”
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In the Name of Allah, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful

BOOK PREFACE

All praise is due to Allah, and may the peace and blessings of Allah be
upon the Seal of the Prophets, Muhammad. The present study is a brief
commentary on the “Book of Tawhid (i.e., Monotheism)” of Shaykhul-
Islam Muhammad Ibn *Abdul-Wahhéib (may Allah have mercy on him).
In arranging this brief commentary, I presented it in the style of the
modern school curricula so that it may be easily intelligible to beginners.
I ask Allah to make it beneficial to the Muslims and to be of significant
contribution in disseminating religious knowledge and properly correcting
people’s understanding of the Muslim Creed. Finally, I ask Allah to confer
His peace and blessings upon His Messenger Muhammad (PBUH), his
household, and his Companions.

Sélih Ibn Fawziin Ibn "Abdullih Al-Fawzin






ABOUT THE AUTHOR

His full name is Muhammad Ibn " Abdul-Wahhib Ibn Sulaymén Ibn " Ali.
He belonged to the family of Musharraf, an offshoot of the well-known tribe of
Banii Tamim. He was the propagator of the Salafi (the early Muslim scholars)
Da’wah in Najd and in other neighboring regions.

His Early Life, Education and Professional Record

Shaykh Muhammad Ibn ' Abdul-Wahhab was born in Al-"Uyaynah near
Riyadh in 1115 A H. He memorized the Noble Qur'in at an early age. He,
then, studied Islamic sciences under his father, who used to be the judge
of Al-"Uyaynah. He also studied under many other renowned scholars in
Najd, Medina, Al-Ahsd’ and Basra. Hence, he became a scholar of prolific
knowledge, well equipped to shoulder his blessed call at a time when bid 'ahs
(matters innovated in religion) and superstitions such as hallowing shrines,
sanctifying trees and stones, dispersed. He, consequently, called for correcting
the understanding of Muslim Creed and devoting worship to Allah Alone. He
compiled a great number of books such as his best renowned one, Kitdbut-
Tawhid (The Book of Monotheism). This book was met by great acceptance
among scholars and learners, who concerned themselves with studying and
explaining it. This is because it is an original compilation, which has greatly
benefited a great number of people.

Shaykh Muhammad spent all his life as an instructor calling people for
the way of Almighty Allah, enjoining the right and forbidding the wrong. He
graduated a great number of scholars and prominent callers for Islam. He died
in Ad-Dar’iyyah near Rivadh in 1206 A. H. We ask Allah to reward him and
make Paradise his eternal abode.






1 Concise Commentary on the Book of Tawhid

THE BOOK OF
TAWHID

Allah, Exalted be He, says:

“And I did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.”
(Quriin: Adh-Dhiriyit: 56)

The book of Tawhid elaborates on the concept of Islamic monotheism as
being enjoined by Allah on His servants, whom He has created for fulfilling
this ultimate objective. Meanwhile, the book clarifies the concept of major
polytheism, which categorically contradicts monotheism. It further clarifies

the concepts of minor polytheism and bid'ahs, which impair perfect or
desirable belief.

Keywords and Phrases

+ Tawhid: The devotion of one’s acts of worship to Allah Alone.

» ‘Tbddah (Worship): Literally, it signifies surrender or submission.
Technically, it is an umbrella term, which refers to all acts of devotion
including sayings, apparent and hidden deeds, which bring about
Allah’s Pleasure.

General Meaning of the Qur’anic Verse

According to this Qurianic verse, Allah created the jinn and men to
worship Him. The Quranic verse, thus, specifies the wisdom behind creating
them. Unlike worldly masters, Almighty Allah does not sustain His servants
in return for benefits, for He intends all good for them.

Relevance of the Qur’anic Verse to the Chapter

The Qurianic verse illuminates the obligation of tawhid i.e. devoting all
acts of worship solely to Allah since He has created the jinn and mankind for
fulfilling this objective.
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Lessons Drawn from the Qur’anic Verse

% The jinn and mankind are obliged to devote all acts of worship solely
to Allah.

# The Quranic verse expounds the wisdom behind the creation of the
jinn and mankind.

<+ It is only Allah, the Creator, Who deserves worship rather than other
false deities incompetent to create. This point is a refutation of the
idolaters’ arguments.

<+ Almighty Allah is the Self-Sufficient and thus He is in no need of His
creatures, whereas they are in dire need of Him. This is, definitely,
because Allah is the Creator and they are His creatures.

% The Qur'anic verse, further, proves that Allah is All-Wise in His actions.

L



3 Concise Commentary on the Book of Tawhid

Allah, Exalted and Glorified be He, says:

“And We certainly sent into every nation a Messenger, [saying],
“Worship Allah and avoid taghit..)” (Qur'in: An-Nahl: 36)

Keywords and Phrases

+» Messenger: The prophet to whom a Divine Law has been revealed and
whom Allah commanded to impart it to people.

= Worship Allah: To devote all acts of worship solely to Him.

« Tighdt (False Deities): This term refers to false objects of worship,
including any person accepting to be adored besides Allah.

General Meaning of the Qur’anic Verse

According to this Qurianic verse, Almighty Allah sent Messengers for
every nation and generation inviting them to solely worship Him and
avoid deifying false deities. For this very ultimate goal did Allah dispatch
Messengers, since polytheism first originated at the time of Niih (Noah,
peace be upon him) until the finality of Prophethood through the advent
of Muhammad (PBUH).

Relevance of the Qur’anic Verse to the Chapter

The verse expounds that the mission of all prophets and their followers is
to call people to believe in one God and prohibit them from committing any
act of polytheism.

Lessons Drawn from the Qur’anic Verse

* The divine wisdom behind dispatching Messengers is to invite people
to monotheism and prohibit them from the perpetration of acts
entailing polytheism.

** Though they are of various legislations, all Messengers call for one
common religion, which is consisted in devoting all acts of worship
solely to Allah and associating no partner with Him.
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+* Divine Message has pervaded in all nations and Allah’s proof
was established on all so that no one may be excused on the Day
of Resurrection.

%+ The significance of monotheism, which is held incumbent upon
all nations.

% The Quranic verse implied the same meaning expressed in the Two
Testifications of Faith (Testifying that there is no deity but Allah, and
that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah). In addition to negating the
validity of worshipping any false deity, it proved Allah as the sole God.
Therefore, perfect monotheism should combine both disapproval of
all false deities and absolute approval of Allah’s Divinity.

iy
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L [}

Almighty Allah says:
“And your Lord has decreed that you not worship except Him,
and to parents, good treatment. e (Qurin: Al-Isrd: 23)
Keywords and Phrases

« Your Lord: It refers to Allah, Who is of sovereign dominion over all worlds.

. And to parents, good treatment: As Almighty Allah decreed to be
solely worshipped without associating any partner with Him, He also
commanded man to be kind and dutiful to his parents.

General Meaning of the Qur’anic Verse

According to the Quranic verse, Almighty Allah commands people, by
means of His Messengers, to devote all acts of worship solely to Him. In addition,
He further enjoins children to be kind and dutiful to their parents by word and
deed and moreover, warns them against mistreating them, since parents have
compassionately reared and cared for them until reaching maturity.

Relevance of the Qur’anic Verse to the Chapter

Monotheism is the most assured right of Allah and the most binding duty
on man, as Allah prefaced the verse with it, and priority is given to what is of
more importance.

Lessons Drawn from the Qur’anic Verse

& Monotheism is the first decree enjoined by Allah on man. It is, thus,
the foremost binding right of Allah incumbent upon His servants.

& The verse conveys the same meaning expressed in the Testification
of Faith, i.e. declaring that all false deities are not worthy of being
worshipped while Allah is.

& The Quranic verse affirms the significant merit of fulfilling parents’
due rights of respect and kind treatment since these rights are directly
preceded by the enjoinment of monotheism.
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% The obligation of showing all kinds of benevolence, righteousness and
tenderness when dealing with parents. The Quranic verse does not,
however, specify a limit or designate a way of such a good treatment.

*%* The prohibition of being undutiful or ungrateful to one’s parents.

g



7 Concise Commentary on the Book of Tawhid

Allah, Exalted be He, says:
“Worship Allah and associate nothing with Him...”
(Qur'in: An-Nisi": 36)

Keywords and Phrases

« Associate nothing: Beware of polytheism, which means associating
partners with Allah by means of ascribing to them what exclusively
pertains to Allah.

(General Meaning of the Qur’anic Verse

In this Quranic verse Almighty Allah commands His servants to devote
all acts of worship solely to Him. Allah does not specifically enjoin a certain
act of worship such as supplication or prayer; this is to generally include all
devotional acts. Likewise, Almighty Allah generally warns us against all forms
and acts of polytheism. Therefore, He does not specifically prohibit certain
acts or deeds of polytheism.

Relevance of the Qur’anic Verse to the Chapter

The verse is prefaced by a divine decree, which enjoins monotheism and
forbids any form or act of polytheism. Thus, the verse defines monotheism as
devoting all acts of worship solely to Allah and associating nothing with Him.

Lessons Drawn from the Qur’anic Verse

¢ The obligation of devoting all acts of worship exclusively to Allah
Alone, since such a command is given top priority according to the
Qur'anic verse. Therefore, worshipping one God (i.e, Allah) is the
most assured obligatory ordinance.

%+ The prohibition of ascribing partners to Allah, as it is the gravest and
most abominable sin.

“+ Avoidance of all forms and acts of polytheism is a prerequisite for the
validity of man’s devotion to Allah. So, Allah espoused enjoinment of
devotion and the prohibition of polytheism.
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% All types of polytheism, according to the Arabic context of the Quranic
verse, are categorically prohibited whether minor or major.

«* The impermissibility of associating any partner with Allah, whether
an angel, a prophet, a righteous person or an idol.

i G



9 Concise Commentary on the Book of Tauwhid

Almighty Allah says:

“Say, ‘Come, I will recite what your Lord has prohibited
to you. (He commands) that you not associate anything
with Him, and to parents, good treatment, and do not
kill your children out of poverty; We will provide for you
and them, And do not approach immoralities- what is
apparent of them and what is concealed. And do not kill
the soul, which Allah has forbidden (to be killed) except
by (Tegal) right. This has He instructed you that you may
use reason. And do not approach the orphan’s property
except in a way that is best (i.e., intending improvement)
until he reaches maturity. And give full measure and
weight in justice. We do not charge any soul except (with
that within) its capacity. And when you speak (i.e,
testify), be just, even if (it concerns) a near relative. And
the covenant of Allah fulfill. This has He instructed you
that you may remember. And (moreover), this is my path,
which is straight, so follow it; and do not follow (other)
ways, for you will be separated from His way. This has He

FEIL

instructed you that you may become righteous.
(Qur'in: Al-An'4m: 151: 153)

Keywords and Phrases

« Prohibited: A forbidden act is any act whose perpetration entails
punishment and whose avoidance entails reward.

General Meaning of the Qur’anic Verses

Since the polytheists followed their whims and satanic insinuations, they
devoted their worship to deities other than Allah, prohibited what Allah
provided for them as lawful, and killed their children so as to draw nearer
to their false deities. Almighty Allah commanded His Messenger to inform
them of what their Creator and Owner made absolutely prohibited according
to His revelation, not out of their speculation. These prohibited items are listed
under the ten commandments stated in the Quranic verses as follows:
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1.
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Allah commands His servants not to associate any object or false deity
with Him. The prohibition here is so exclusive and general that it
includes the forbiddance of worshipping any false deity or object and
the avoidance of any ritual offered to them as well.

He commands sons and daughters to do well and be dutiful to parents,
to be modest with them, and to protect and obey them unless they
enjoin a violation or a sin.

He commands Muslims not to bury daughters alive, or kill children
for fear of poverty since man does not provide sustenance for them or
even for himself.

He commands Muslims not to approach immoralities - what is
apparent of them and what is concealed as well.

He commands His servants not to kill any of the believers or dhimmis’
except with a legal right, such as killing someone for retaliation, stoning
to death both married and previously married persons in case they
commit adultery, or killing an apostate.

Allah, Exalted be He, commands Muslims not to approach the orphan’s
property unless with the intention to protect and invest it. The orphan’s
property should be paid back when he/she reaches maturity.

Almighty Allah further commands us to ... give full measure and
weight in justice. We do not charge any soul except (with that within)
its capacity... (Quran: Al-An"dm: 152) Therefore, we are enjoined to
establish justice as much as we can in case of taking or giving.

“...And when you speak (i.e., testify), be just, even if (it concerns) a
nearrelative...’(Qur'in: Al-An’am: 152) Almighty Allah immediately
preceded the command to establish justice in testimony with the
command of doing justice in transactions.

Allah ordains the fulfillment of covenants as He says, %..And the
covenant of Allah fulfill . . ! (Quran; Al-An’'dm: 152) The covenant
of Allah is to obey Him by acting upon His commands and avoiding
His prohibitions and, moreover, behaving in accordance with the
Qur'in and the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH).

. “w.And, (moreover), this is My path, which is straight, so follow it;

and do not follow (other) ways, for you will be separated from His
way...! (Quran: Al-An’am: 153) Allah, Exalted and Glorified
be He, stresses that following the straight path is to adhere to all
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commandments elucidated in the aforementioned two Qur'anic
verses. Such commandments, which comprise both the abandonment
of prohibited acts, particularly polytheism, and the fulfillment of what
Allah has enjoined, particularly monotheism, constitute the straight
path. The believers are commanded to *..follow it (the straight path);
and do not follow (other) ways...” (Quriin: Al-An'dm: 153) which
invoke bid'ahs (matters innovated in religion) and doubtful matters
so that %.. you will be separated from His way...' (Qurin: Al-An'im: 153),
i.e. deviating from the straight and righteous path.

Relevance of the Verses to the Chapter

In the aforementioned Qur'anic verses, Almighty Allah states a collection
of prohibited acts, starting with the prohibition of polytheism. The prohibition
of polytheism necessarily requires the enjoinment of acting upon monotheism.
Therefore, monotheism is the greatest obligation whereas polytheism is the
gravest sin.

Lessons Drawn from the Qur’anic Verses

<+ While polytheism is the gravest sin, monotheism is the most significant
obligatory act.

%+ The gravity of parents’ rights.

* The prohibition of committing homicide without a legal and justified
reason. Murder of one's relatives is, however, a graver sin.

%+ The prohibition of devouring the orphan's property. However, it is
permissible to invest the orphan's property (i.e., by means of trade).

% One is enjoined to preserve justice in word and deed even if the person
involved is a relative.

% The incumbency of fulfilling covenants.
%+ The obligation of embracing Islam and deserting any other religion.

% It is exclusively Allah's right to prohibit or make something lawful.

Pl
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Ibn Mas'Gd (may Allah be pleased with him) says:

“Whoever wants to know the will of Prophet Muthammad (PBUH)
sealed with his seal, let him recite these Quranic verses, %..Say,
‘Come, I will recite what your Lord has prohibited to you ...
ending with ‘And, (moreover), this is My path, which is straight,
so follow it.. ™ " (Qurian: Al-An'4m: 151-153)

Ibn Mas ad

The full name of Ibn Mas'id is * Abdullah Ibn Mas" ad Ibn Ghifil Ibn Habib
Al-Hudhali. He was a venerable Companion of the earliest to accept Islam, and
one of the prominent scholars. He accompanied the Prophet (PBUH) and died
in 32 A.H.

General Meaning of Ibn Mas™ id’s Tradition

Ibn Mas'iid {may Allah be pleased with him) states that had the Prophet
{PBUH) made his will, he would have instructed the aforementioned Quranic
verses. This is inferred from the concluding phrase of each Quranic verse
which reads: *..this kas He instructed you...” (Qurin: Al-An'im: 151)

Ibn Mas'id said that this tradition being motivated by Ibn 'Abbas (may
Allah be pleased with them) who was reported to have said:

“The real calamity is that the Prophet (PBUH) passed away without
leaving his will.”

Therefore, Ibn Mas'id (may Allah be pleased with him) reminded the
Prophet’s Companions of the adequate commandments included in the Noble

Qur'in. Had the Prophet bequeathed a commandment, he would have derived
it from the Qurianic commandments.

Relevance of the Tradition to the Chapter

This tradition illustrates that the commandments mentioned in these
verses represent the will of the Prophet (PBUH), for the Prophet (PBUH)
enunciates what is instructed in the Noble Qurin.
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Lessons Drawn from the Tradition

% The tradition affirms the importance of the ten commandments
elucidated in the aforementioned Qur'anic verses.

% The commandments of the Prophet (PBUH) are exactly those of
Almighty Allah for he instructs what Almighty Allah commands.

% The Companions were possessed of deep knowledge and piercing
understanding of the Qurn.
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Mu’4dh Ibn Jabal (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:

“I was a companion rider of the Prophet on a donkey. The Prophet
asked, ‘O Mu'dadh! Do you know Allah’s right on His servants
and the right of His servants on Him. I replied, Allah and His
Messenger know best’ He said, Allahs right on His servants is
that they must worship Him (only) and must not worship any
besides Him. And the servants right on Allah is that He must
nat punish whoever worships none besides Him. I said, ‘O Allah’s
Messenger! Should I not inform the people of this good news?’
He said, ‘Do not inform them of it, lest they should depend on it
(absolutely). ™

(Related by Al-Bukhiri and Muslim)’

Mu' ddh Ibn Jabal (the Narrator)

The full name of Mu'adh is Mu"adh Ibn Jabal Ibn * Amr Ibn Aws [bn Ka'b
Ibn ' Amr Al-Khazraji Al- Angari. He was one of the venerable renowned figures
of the honorable Companions. He was well-versed in Islamic sciences, law and
interpretation of the Noble Qurin. Mu'idh (may Allah be pleased with him)
witnessed the Battle of Badr and the rest of the Prophet’s battles. On the Day
of the Conquest of Mecca, the Prophet (PBUH) appointed him as his viceroy
in Mecca to teach people the basics of religious ordinances. Afterwards, the
Prophet (PBUH) dispatched him to Yemen as a judge and instructor. He died
in 18 A. H. at the age of thirty-eight.

Keywords and Phrases

» Allah’s right on His servants: What Allah deserves from His servants
and makes incumbent upon them.

» The right of servants on Allah: It refers to Allah’s promise to reward
His obedient servants out of His bounty and benevolence.

+ Absolute Dependence: Excessive trust in Allah’s mercy, which may

lead people to abandon competing in doing good and righteous
deeds.



15 Concise Commentary on the Book of Tawhid

General Meaning of the Hadith

According to the hadith, the Prophet (PBUH) emphasizes the incumbency
of monotheism and, moreover, clarifies its virtues by raising a question, so
that he may grasp the attention of his audience. After the Prophet (PBUH)
had informed him of the virtue of monotheism, Mu’&dh asked the Prophet’s
permission to inform people of that glad tiding. However, the Prophet (PBUH)
forbade him to convey such news to people lest they should slacken in offering
good deeds.

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

The aforementioned hadith defines monotheism as the devotion of all acts
of worship to Allah Alone, without associating any partner with Him.

Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

%+ Unlike the behavior of arrogant people, the Prophet (PBUH) showed
modesty when mounting the donkey and accompanying Mu'adh
behind him.

#* The permissibility of accompanying another person on a beast unless
it is overburdened.

% Raising questions to invoke answers is an effective method of teaching,

“ Whoever is questioned about what he does not know should say, ‘Allah
knows best.

% Stressing the right of Allah on His servants; namely, to worship Him
Alone and associate nothing with Him.

“ If the Muslim commits any act of polytheism, his worship is held
invalid, even though he apparently performs all acts of worship.

% The virtue of monotheism and those who adhere to it.

** Monotheism is defined as worshipping Allah Alone and avoiding all
acts and forms of polytheism.

#* The desirability of conveying glad tidings to a Muslim.

+ The permissibility of keeping knowledge secret for the sake of securing
a greater interest.

*# The exhortation of showing reverence for tutors.
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Endnotes

| Abii Bakrah (may Allah be pleased with him} narrated that the Prophet (PBUH)
said thrice:
“Should I inform you about the most grievous of the great sins?” They said,
‘Yes, Messenger of Allah.” He said, ‘To join others in worship with Allah, to
be undutiful to one’s parents...’ The Prophet then sat up after he had been
reclining and said, And I warn you against giving a false witness, and he
kept on saying that warning until we wished he would stop saying it (they
wished so out of their great love for the Prophet). "
{Related by Al-Bukhari (2654) and Muslim (87).
2 "Ubédah Ibnug-5imit narrated that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said:
“Who pledges to comply with the commandments included in these Quranic
verses,” Then he (PBUH) recited the following Quranic verses, ‘Say, ‘Come,
I will recite what your Lord has prohibited to you ...} " (Qur'in: 6: 150) Till
the end of the third verse, (then the Prophet (PBUH) added,) ‘So whoever
Sulfills such commandments will be graciously rewarded by Allah. However,
whoever fails to fulfill any of such commandments and receives the legal
punishment in this life, then he is deemed free from that sin. But if his
punishment is reprieved till the Hereafter, then it is up to Allah if He wishes
He will punish him or if He wishes, He will forgive him.

This hadih is related by Al-Hikim in Al-Mustadrak (The Reviewed Collection of Hadiths)
{2/318). Commenting on this hadih, Al-Hakim said, 'Its chain of transmitters is good
and yet neither Al-Bukhdri nor Muslim related it” Al-Bukhiri and Muslim related
hadihs conveying the meaning of this hadilh without having the three Quranic verses
included. It is related by Al-Bukhari under No. (8), and Muslim under No. (1709).

3 Dhimmis: Non-Muslims living in and under the protection of an Islamic state.
4 See At-Tirmidhi (3080), At-Tabarini in Al-Mu jamul-Awsat (The Middle Lexicon)

{1208), and Abi *1s4 said, ‘Tt is hasan (good) gharib (unfamiliar) hadith.

5 " Abdulldh Ibn Mas™ tid has narrated:
“The Prophet (PBUH) drew a line, then he drew lines to its right and to its left and
said, "This is the path of Allah, and these are the paths on each of them there is a devil

inviting people to it, (Allah, Exalted be He, says,) And, [moreover], this is My
path, which is straight, so follow it; and do not follow [other] ways, for you
will be separated from His way ...’ (Qurin: 6: 153)"

Ahmad in Al-Musnad ( The Ascribed Collection of Hadiths) (1/453 and 465), Ibn Hibban
in his Sahih (Authentic Book of Hadith) (1/105) Nos. (6 and 7), and Al-Hikim (2/318)
and said, ‘The chain of transmission of this hadith is authentic, but neither Al-
Bukhiiri nor Muslim related it Al-Haythami said in his book Majma* Az-Zawidd
{The Collection of Additional Hadiths) (7/22), "This hadith is related by Ahmad
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and Al-Bazzdr, and among its chain of transmitters is "Agim Ibn Bahdalah,

who is a reliable narrator though somewhat weak!
6 Al-Bukhiri (2856) and Muslim {30) Another narration of this hadith states:

“.. Then Mu'ddh narrated the above-mentioned hadith just before his

death, being afraid of committing sin (by not telling the knowledge).”
Tt is related by Al-Bukhéri (128) and Muslim (32). It is stated in Fathul Majid (Bestowal

of the Glorious) (pp. 28) that Al-Wazir Abul-Muzaffar said, ‘Mu "ddh abstained
from speaking out this hadith lest a benighted one would, out of his ignorance,
abandon offering acts of obedience’






CHAPTER

Merit of Monotheism

Almighty Allah says:
“They who believe and do not mix their belief with injustice-
those will have security, and they are the [rightly] guided”
(Quran: Al-An'am: 82)'

Relevance of Chapter to the Book of Tawhid

This chapter aims at emphasizing the merit of monotheism and its good
impact and blessings which include the expiation of sins, and exhorting people
to adopt monotheism and act according to its principles.
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Keywords and Phrases

» Those who believe: The believers are those who retain a firm belief,
pronounce the declaration of faith and maintain apparent righteous
deeds. All these convictions and acts are crowned by true and sound
belief in One God.

« Injustice: According to the aforementioned Qurianic verse, the term is
defined as polytheism. Injustice originally means a violation of rights
or of what is right. Polytheism is, thus, a form of injustice because it is
a violation of Allah’s absolute right of being worshipped solely.

« The Rightly-guided: Those who are steadfastly guided to adhere to
the straight path.

General Meaning of the Qur’anic Verse

Relief of fears and hardships on the Day of Resurrection is secured
for those who are sincerely devoted to Allah Alone without desecrating
monotheism by any act of polytheism. Such people are those who are
guided to steadfastly adhere to the straight path in this life.

Relevance of the Qur’anic Verse to the Chapter

The aforementioned Quranic verse emphasizes the merit of monotheism
and refers to its expiation of sins.

Lessons Drawn from the Qur’anic Verse

¢ The merit of monotheism and its fruits in both this world and the
Hereafter

+* Major polytheism is a form of injustice, which nullifies sound belief,
while minor polytheism only degrades true belief.

% Associating partners with Allah (polytheism}) is an unforgivable sin.

*+ Polytheism causes fear in both this world and the Hereafter.

Gl
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"Ubédah Ibnus-Sdmit (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the
Prophet (PBUH) said:

“Whoever testifies that none has the right to be worshipped but
Allah Alone Who has no partners, and that Muhammad is His
Servant and His Messenger, and that Jesus is Allah’s Servant and
His Messenger, His Word which He bestowed on Mary and a spirit
(created at a command) from Him, and that Paradise is true, and
Heil is true, Allah will admit him into Paradise with the deeds
which he had done (even if those deeds are ﬁz'w.!)'."’l

‘Ubddah Ibnus-S4amit (the Narrator)

The full name of *Ubadah is " Ubadah Tbnus-Samit Ibn Qays Al-Ansari
Al-Khazraji. He was one of the prominent chieftains who witnessed Al-
‘Aqabah Pledge. He is reckoned among the people of Badr and died in 34
A_H. at the age of 72.

Keywords and Phrases

» To testify that none has the right to be worshipped but
Allah: This is the Testification of Faith, which a Muslim must
verbally proclaim, fully comprehend and further act according
to its requirements.

» Messenger: One that carries a Divine Message.

+ Allah’s Servant and Messenger: It is unlike the Christians’ belief,
which proclaims that Jesus is God or the Son of God or one of the
three hypostases.

» His Word: Jesus (PBUH) was created by a divine decree expressed in
a divine word.

 That He bestowed on Mary: Allah sent Gabriel with His Word to
breathe his Spirit into Mary. Jesus was, therefore, created by Allah’s
divine will.

» Spirit: Jesus is called the Spirit of Allah (PBUH) as he is one of the souls
created by Allah,
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» From Him: It means that Jesus (PBUH) was created by Allah. His
creation is like the creation of the heavens and the earth as expressed
in Allah's saying, “And He has subjected to you whatever is in the
heavens and whatever is on earth - all from Him.”

(Qurin:Al-Jathyiah:13)

« Paradise is true, and Hell is true: The Testification of Faith should
include the Muslims’ unrelenting belief that Paradise and the Hellfire
exist according to the instructions of the Ever-Glorious Qur'an.

+ Allah will admit him into Paradise with the deeds which he

had done (even if those deeds were few): This phrase may be
differently interpreted:

1. Allah will admit each monotheist into Paradise regardless of the
sins he commits, for monotheists will inevitably enter Paradise.

2. Allah will admit him into a grade of Paradise proportionate to the
good and righteous deeds he offered.

+ Related by Al-Bukhariand Muslim: It meansthat theaforementioned
hadith was compiled by Al-Bukhdri and Muslim in their books, which
are regarded as the most authentic compilations of Hadith.

General Meaning of the Hadith

While expounding the virtue of monotheism and its importance, the
Prophet (PBUH) shed light on the prerequisites a Muslim should fulfill in
order to be admitted into Paradise. A Muslim must, therefore, proclaim
the Testification of Faith, comprehend its meaning and act according to
its apparent and inward requirements. He must, further, avoid excessive
or inadequate belief in the nature of the two venerable prophets, Jesus and
Muhammad (Blessings and Peace of Allah be upon them both). They must,
thus, be assumed as Messengers and human servants of Allah, Similarly,
a Muslim must believe that Paradise and the Hellfire undoubtedly exist.
The one who fulfills all such requirements, according to the hadith, will be
admitted to Paradise whatever sins he might have committed.

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

This hadith illustrates the merit of monotheism that ultimately leads the
believer to enter Paradise and expiates his sins.
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Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

4 The merit of monotheism, which is a cause of expiating one's sins
% It proves the infinite Grace and Beneficence of Allah, Exalted be He.

< A Muslim must not excessively or inadequately venerate Allah’s
prophets and righteous people. A Muslim must not be ungrateful
to them. Similarly, he must not be excessively devoted to them by
associating them with Allah as some ignorant and deviant people do.

% Islamic monotheism is contrary to all polytheistic doctrines of the
Jews, Christians, idolaters and atheists.

** Wrongdoers among the monotheists will not abide in the Hellfire

for eternity.
Sl
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*Itban Ibn Milik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet
{(PBUH) said:

“... Allah has forbidden the Hellfire (to touch) those who say There
is no deity but Allah," only for the sake of Allah.”’

(A part of a hadith related by Al-Bukhiri and Muslim)

"Itbédn (the Narrator)

The full name of the narrator is 'Itbdn Ibn Malik Ibn " Amr Ibnul-" Ajlan
Al-Ansiri. He was from the tribe of Band Salim Ibn " Awf, and a well known
Companion. He died during the caliphate of Mu' dwiyah (may Allah be pleased
with him).

Keywords and Phrases

+ Allah has forbidden the Hellfire: Forbiddance means that Allah
will safeguard the believers against the torture of the Hellfire.

« Only for the sake of Allah: It means that the Testification of Faith
must be proclaimed with sincerity, or otherwise, it may be regarded as
hypocrisy.

General Meaning of the Hadith

The Prophet (PBUH) affirms that whoever utters the Testification of Faith
will be kept away from Hellfire if he is sincere in his belief, devotes all acts of
worship to Allah Alone, avoids polytheism, and fulfills all the apparent and
inward requirements of faith.

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

This hadith is a clear indication of the merit of monotheism, which
guarantees admission to Paradise and expiation of sins only for those who
retain true belief.
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Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

¢+ The merit of monotheism, which secures its holders from the Hellfire
and expiates their sins.

<+ It is not sufficient to utter the Testification of Faith without retaining firm
belief of the heart, as the case of the hypocrites when they proclaim Islam
but inwardly do not have a firm belief.

++ Similarly. it is not sufficient to retain firm belief of the heart without

verbally pronouncing the Testification of Faith, such as the case of
the infidels.

#+ The Hellfire is prohibited to approach those of perfect belief in Allah.

“ Good deeds will be accepted only if they are sincerely devoted to Allah
Alone and offered in conformity with the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH).

%+ The mere utterance of the Testification of Faith by those who adore
other false deities or objects besides Allah such as devotees of shrines
is of no avail. Though they verbally proclaim the Testification of Faith,
they invoke the dead and draw nearer to them.

% This hadith proves that Almighty Allah has a Face that suits His
Majesty and the Grandeur of His Might.
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Aba 5a’id Al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the
Prophet (PBUH) said:

“Moses said, 'O My Lord! Teach me an invocation with which
I should remember and invoke You™ Almighty Allah said, ‘Say
“There is no deity but Allah’ Moses said, ‘O My Lord! All Your
servants say this invocation. Almighty Allah replied, ‘O Moses!
If the seven heavens, their inhabitants, other than Me, and the
seven earths were fo be in a scale, and the statement ‘There is
no deity but Allah’ were to be in the other scale, the latter would
definitely outweigh them. ™

(Related by Ibn Hibbédn and Al-Héikim, who graded it a sahih
{authentic) hadith)

Abi Sa’id Al-Khudri (the Narrator)

The full name of the narrator is Abd 5a’id Ibn Sa’d Ibn Malik Ibn Sinin
Al-Khazraji Al-Angdri Al-Khudri, from Ban( Khudrah. He was a venerable
Companion and a son of a Companion. He narrated many hadiths and died in
74 A H.; may Allah be pleased with him.

Keywords and Phrases

» Moses: He is Miisd Ibn ‘Imrin, the Messenger of Allah dispatched to
the Children of Israel, and the one who directly spoke to Allah.

» To remember Allah: To remember Allah means to glorify Him
repeatedly and render words of homage to Him.

General Meaning of the Hadith

Prophet Moses (PBUH) asked Almighty Allah to teach him a formula of
invocation with which he would praise and invoke Him. Thus, he was recommended
to repeat the statement “There is no deity but Allah! Moses (PBUH) realized that
this statement is often reiterated by most people. Therefore, he asked for a
peculiar invocation so that he might be distinguished. Allah explained to
him the virtues of this statement, which is unmatched by other statements.
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Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

* This hadith points out the great virtues of proclaiming that there is no

deity but Allah. This formula implies both monotheism and sincerity
of belief.

¢ The merit of Moses (PBUH) and his keenness to draw nearer to Allah

% Acts of worship are restricted to what Allah ordains, and no one is
permitted to introduce something innovative in religious ordinances, for
Moses (PBUH) asked Allah to teach him how to glorify and praise Him.

% What is more direly needed should be more available to and bearable
by most people. As the statement 'There is no deity but Allah’ is
indispensable for the whole world, it is the most available and easiest
to remember.

¢ Almighty Allah is above heavens, as He says, "...and their inhabitants,
other than Me...”.

<+ The statement "There is no deity but Allah' is indivisible, so, it must be
pronounced in full.

<%+ This hadith proves the reality of the Balance of Weighing Deeds, which
will be set (in the Hereafter).

%+ The prophets need to be directed to the merits of the Testification
of Faith.

#* There are seven earths exactly as there are seven heavens.

Sl
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Anas Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:

“I heard the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) saying that Almighty Allah
said, ‘0 son of Adam! If you meet Me in the state that your sins fill
the earth, but not associating anything with Me, I will meet you
with the same (vastness) of forgiveness (on My behalf). ™

(Related by At-Tirmidhi who graded it a hasan hadith)

Anas Ibn Milik (the Narrator)

The full name of the narrator is Anas Ibn Malik Ibn An-Nadr Al-Ansari
Al-Khazraji. He was the Prophet’s servant for ten years. The Prophet (PBUH)
invoked Allah for Anas saying, “O Allah, grant him plenty of money and
children and admit him into Paradise.” He died in 92 or 93 A.H. and at the age
of more than a hundred years; may Allah be pleased with him.

Keywords and Phrases

« But not associating anything with Me: It implies that a believer’s
sins may be forgiven on the Day of Resurrection provided that he dies
without perpetrating any act of polytheism.

General Meaning of the Hadith

The Prophet (PBUH) says that Almighty Allah informs His servants
about His infinite Grace and Mercy, and assures them that He forgives
all sins, no matter how plenty they are, as long as no act of polytheism
is committed. Moreover, this hadith is similar to the Qur'anic verse,
which reads:

“Indeed, Allak does not forgive association with Him, but He
forgives what is less than that for whom He wills...”

(Qur'in: An-Nisi': 48)

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

This hadith provides a proof of the great reward of monotheism, which
expiates man’s sins, however countless they may be,
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Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

% The merits of monotheism and the great reward it entails,

+% The hadith provides that Allah’s Grace, Bounty, Mercy and Forgiveness
are infinite.

< This hadith is a counter argument against the Kharijites” (Seceders’)
allegation, which involves that once a Muslim commits any major sin,
he becomes a disbeliever.

% It also provides a proof that speech is one of Allah's Attributes, and
that His Speech befits His Majesty and Might.

# The Testification of Faith is not a mere utterance. It rather necessitates
the avoidance of both minor and major polytheism.

% The hadith also proves the occurrence of resurrection, reckoning and
reward in the Hereafter.

Endnotes

1 * Abdullih Ibn Mas® &d (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:

“When the Verse: “They who believe and do not mix their belief with injustice” (Qurin:
Al-An'dm: 83) was revealed, we said, 'O Allahs Messenger! Who is there amongst us
who has not done wrong to himself?” He replied, ‘It is not as you say, for ‘injustice’ in
the Verse .. and do not mix their belief, with injustice..” means ‘Shirk’ (i.e. joining
others in worship with Allah). Have you not heard Lugman’ saying to his son, ‘0 my
son, do not associate [anything] with Allah. Indeed, association [with him] is great
injustice! """

[Related by Al-Bukhdri (3360) Muslim (124)].

2 Al-Bukhari (3435), Muslim (28), At-Tirmidhi (2640) and Ahmad in his book Al-
Musnad (5/314).

3 Al-Bukhéri (425), Muslim (33), and Ahmad in his compilation Al-Musnad (5/449).

4 Thn Hibban (2324), Al-Hakim (1/528) in Al-Mustadrak (The Reviewed Collection of
Hadiths) which Al-Hakim regards as meeting the conditions that either Al-Bukhéri ot
Muslim set to add hadiths to their compilations of authentic hadiths, and yet are not
mentioned in either of them. An-Nasdi in "Amal Al-Yawm Wal-Laylah (Supplications
of the Day and Night) (834 and 1141), and both Ibn Hibban and Al-Hikim graded
it as authentic, and Adh-Dhahabi was of the same opinion as that of Al-Hakim.
Al-Haythami said in his book Majma' Az-Zawd'id (The Collection of Additional
Hadiths) (10/82), “This hadith is narrated by Abii Ya'la and its transmitters
are deemed reliable though somewhat weak.”
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5 At-Tirmidhi (3534), Ad-Darami (2791), and Ahmad (5/172), and At-Tirmidhi graded
it a hasan hadith.

6 The Kharijites (Al-Khawdrij, i.e. the Seceders): An Islamic radical sect who broke away
from the reign of * Ali Ibn Abd Talib, the Muslim Caliph then, and murdered him. Their
followers believe that the Muslim who commits a major sin is a disbeliever. They also
curse and revile the Prophet’s Companions and deem the blood of Muslims viclable.



CHAPTER

Perfect Monotheism
Guarantees Paradise

Almighty Allah says:
“Indeed, Abraham was a (comprehensive) leader, devoutly obe-
dient to Allah, inclining toward truth, and he was not of those
who associate others with Allah.” (Qur'an: An-Nahl: 120)
He, Exalted be He, also says:
“And they who do not associate anything with their Lord.”
(Qurin: Al-Mu'miniin: 59)

Relevance of the Chapter to the Book of Tawhid

In the previous chapter, the author (may Allah have mercy on him) men-
tioned the virtues of monotheism. Now, he is going to elucidate how to attain
the degree of perfect monotheism.
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Keywords and Phrases

» Attainment of perfect monotheism: Perfect monotheism may be
realized if it becomes free from any act or form of polytheism, bid ahs
(matters innovated in religion) or wrongdoings.

+ A comprehensive leader: Ibrahim (Abraham) used to be a normative
model, since he instructed all that is good.

» Inclining toward truth: He is ardently inclined to obey Allah and
always disinclined to worship any false deity.

General Meaning of the Qur’anic Verses

Almighty Allah characterizes Ibrahim (Abraham), His intimate friend, by
four qualities:

1. He was a good example of all righteous traits as he reached the highest
degree in showing patience and certainty; the two attributes are held
necessary for attaining comprehensive leadership.

2. He was devout, obedient and persistent in worshipping Allah,
Exalted be He.

3. In addition to turning away from polytheism, Ibrihim inclined
toward Allah.

4. He kept away from the polytheists.

Relevance of the Two Qur’anic Verses to the Chapter

In the first Qur'anic verse, Almighty Allah mentions the characteristics of
[brihim (PBUH), who represents the highest degree of perfect monotheism.
He, moreover, enjoins us to follow his example. Therefore, He said:

“There has already been for you an excellent pattern in Abraham
and those with him...” (Qur'an: Al-Mumtahinah: 4)

In the second Qurlanic verse Almighty Allah depicts our righteous
ancestors’ traits; the greatest of which is their abandonment of all acts and
forms of polytheism whether apparent or covert. Hence, whoever succeeds
in fulfilling these prerequisites will reach the highest degree of perfect and
pure monotheism, and consequently be admitted into Paradise without
being called to account for his deeds.
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Lessons Drawn from the Two Qur’anic Verses

# The two Qur'anic verses affirm the virtues of our forefather
Ibrihim (PBUH).

% One is enjoined to follow the footsteps of Ibrahim (PBUH) and adopt
his great attributes.

# The two Quranic verses expound the prerequisites of perfect and pure
monotheism.

% One is enjoined to avoid polytheism, and disown polytheists by
denouncing their beliefs and practices.

% According to the aforementioned Quranic verses, true believers are
portrayed as accomplishing the requirements of pure monotheism.
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Husayn Ibn * Abdur-Rahméin reported:

“Twassitting with Sa 'id Ibn Jubayr when he said, ‘Who among
you saw the shooting star that fell last night?’ I said, T (saw
it)" and I added, ‘(At that time,) I was not performing prayer
but I was stung. He asked me, ‘What did you do then?'I said,
1 recited an incantation. He asked, ‘Why did you do s0?’ I
said, 1 did so because I heard a hadith, which Ash-Sha'bi
related to us! He asked, ‘What did he relate to you?’ I said, ‘He
related on the authority of Buraydah Ibnul-Husayb who said,
‘No incantation (is permissible) except that made because of
an evil eye or a sting So, Sa'id Ibn Jubayr said, ‘It is good
that one acts according to what one learns. Then he added
that Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated
that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, ‘Nations were
displayed before me; a prophet would pass by accompanied
by a few followers; a prophet would pass by accompanied
by one or two followers, and a prophet would pass by with
nobody. Then a big crowd of people passed in front of me and
I asked, “Who are they? Are they my followers?’ It was said,
No. It is Moses and his followers. Then I saw a big crowd of
people who passed in front of me and it was said to me, ‘This
is your nation out of whom seventy thousands shall enter
Paradise without reckoning or chastisement. Then Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) entered his house without telling
his Companions who they (the seventy thousand persons)
were. So the people started talking about the issue and some
said, ‘“Those may be the Companions who have believed in
Allah and accompanied His Messenger’: another group said,
‘Those are our children who are born in the fold of Islam
and associate no partner with Allah’; and others expressed
different opinions, When the Prophet (PBUH) came out,
they informed him of their argument, and he said, ‘Those
people do not ask others to treat them with incantation, nor
do they get themselves cauterized (for treatment), nor do they
believe in bad omen, and upon their Lord they rely’ On that,
"Ukkdshah Ibn Mihsan said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! Invoke
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Allah to make me one of them. The Prophet (PBUH) said,
‘You are one of them. So, another person got up and said, 'O
Messenger of Allah! Invoke Allah to make me one of them.
The Prophet (PBUH) said, ** Ukkdshah has preceded you’ ™

+ Hugayn Ibn * Abdur-Rahmén: The full name of Husayn is Hugayn Ibn
' Abdur-Rahmién As-Sulami Al-Harithi. He was one of the Tabi'in’,
and died in 136 A. H., at the age of 93; may Allah be pleased with him.

» Sa'id Ibn Jubayr: He is an eminent imdm and fagih from among
the most venerable disciples of Ibn " Abbas. He was murdered by the
command of Al-Hajjij in 95 A.H., before reaching the fiftieth of his age.

+ Ash-Sha’bi: His full name is Ash-Sha’bi Ibn Shurahbil Al-Hamadéni.
He was born during the Caliphate of *Umar [bnul-Khattab, and was
one of the trustworthy Tibi '{in. He died in 103 A.H.; may Allah be
pleased with him.

» Buraydah: His full name is Buraydah Ibnul-Hugayb Ibnul-Harith
Al-Aslami. He was a well-known Companion, and died in 63 A.H.;
may Allah be pleased with him.

« Ibn *Abbés: " Abdullah Ibn “Abbas Ibn ' Abdul-Muttalib was the
paternal cousin of the Prophet (PBUH), and one of the venerable
Companions for whom the Prophet (PBUH) invoked Allah saying “O
Allah, grant him (Ibn "Abbas) deep understanding of the matters of
religion and teach him the essence of interpreting (the Noble Qurin).”
Allah responded to this invocation. Ibn " Abbés died in 68 A.H.; may
Allah be pleased with him.

« 'Ukkéshah: His full name is "Ukkéshah Ibn Mihsan Ibn Hurthin
Al-Asadi. He was one of the earliest Companions to accept Islam. He
immigrated to Medina and witnessed the Battle of Badr. He fought
the apostates under the leadership of Khilid Ibnul-Walid and was
killed therein in 12 A.H.; may Allah be pleased with him.

Keywords and Phrases

+ Incantation: Specific Qur'anic verses and prayers recited for an injured
or sick person.
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« Evil eye: Envious eye,

+» One acts according to what one learns: According to this phrase, a
Muslim should not be ignorant of ritual ordinances and of how to perform
them. Similarly, a Muslim has to act according to what he learns.

» Nations were displayed before me: Some scholars maintained that
such nations were displayed before the Prophet (PBUH) at the Night
of Ascension when he was shown what would happen to them on the
Day of Resurrection.

+» Are they my followers?: The Prophet’s question indicated that he
(PBUH) thought they were his followers because they were great
in number, and that he was so far that he (PBUH) could not clearly
recognize them.

« Without reckoning or chastisement: They would not be called to
account for their deeds or even receive chastisement. That is because
they fulfilled the prerequisites of perfect and pure monotheism.

+ So the people started talking about the issue: All the attendants
debated and produced different conjectures about the good deed,
which qualified such people to deserve such an elevated grade.

 'Ukkdshah has preceded you: "Ukkéshah preceded in fulfilling
these characteristics or in raising the question.

General Meaning of the Hadith

Husayn Ibn “Abdur-Rahmin (may Allah be pleased with him) gave an
account of a talk that took place at Sa*id [bn Jubayr’s session when he discussed
the issue of the shooting star that fell down the previous night. Hugayn said that
he witnessed its falling, as he was not sleeping then. Lest the attendants would
think that he spent the whole night praying, Husayn explained why he was awake.
This was the common practice of our righteous Muslim Salaf who were so keen
to observe sincerity in all their dealings. Hence, he revealed that being stung was
the real reason for being awake during the whole night. Thereupon, the stream of
their talk turned to discuss what Husayn did with his injury. He informed them
that he treated himself by reciting legal incantation. When Hugayn was asked
about the legal proof of his action, he mentioned the hadith, which provided the
permissibility of reciting legal incantation in his case. Thereupon, Sa'id praised
him for applying the hadith, and further guided him how to attain the highest
grades of perfect monotheism by abandoning detestable matters, when needed,
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and exclusively relying on and trusting in Allah (instead of being over confident
in ways of treatment offered by others). It is, moreover, the quality of the seventy
thousand persons who would be admitted into Paradise without being called to
account for their deeds or even chastised. The Prophet (PBUH) depicted them
as exclusively relying on and trusting in Allah instead of holding fast to legal
incantations, cauterization or other types of treatment sought from others.

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

This hadith elucidates the way of attaining perfect monotheism and the
rewards it entails in the Hereafter.

Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

++ Knowing the merit of our righteous Muslim Salaf who always contem-
plate the heavenly signs of Allah.

% QOur righteous Muslim Salaf were keen to observe sincerity in all their
affairs. They, moreover, detested showing off their righteous deeds.

«+ Before proceeding into any act one should investigate the proof of its
permissibility. Such was the case of our righteous Muslim Salaf.

++ It is desirable to seek the proof of permissibility before carrying out any
action, and it is highly commendable to put what is learnt into practice.

%+ Knowledge should be conveyed with courteousness and tenderness.
% The permissibility of treatment by reciting legal incantation.

+ Upon witnessing a Muslim adhering to a permissible act, it is desirable
to guide him to offer what is preferable and more desirable in the Sight
of Allah.

+ Knowing the merit of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) before whom all
nations were displayed.

% The numbers of the prophets’ followers differ from one to another.

«* This hadith provides a refutation of those who allege that the truth lies
in the practices of the dominant majority of people.

“* One is enjoined to follow the truth, no matter how few its followers
may be.
%+ The hadith affirms the virtues of Moses (PBUH) and his followers.

* The hadith affirms the virtue of the Prophet Muhammad’s nation as it
represents the major multitude among the other prophets’ followers.
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# Knowing the merit of attaining perfect monotheism, which will be
greatly rewarded on the Day of Resurrection.

#+ Itis allowable to hold discussions on religious issues to derive beneficial
points and make the truth evident.

%+ The Salaf used to keep a deep understanding of religion. They, thus,
realized that the seventy thousand persons attained such a highly
elevated rank through earnest work.

“* The Salaf were seriously keen to do righteous acts and compete in
offering good deeds.

<+ Attaining full trust in Allah by abandoning incantation and cauteriza-
tion is an indication of pure and perfect belief in Allah.

* It is permissible for the Muslim to ask pious people to invoke Allah
for him.

% Knowing the virtue of ' Ukkashah Ibn Mihsan (may Allah be pleased
with him).

% The Prophet (PBUH) prophesied that *Ukkéishah was one of the
seventy thousand people who would enter Paradise without reckoning
or chastisement. Afterwards, "Ukkéshah was martyred during the
military campaigns launched against the apostates. May Allah be pleased
with him! This incident provides one of the signs of Muhammad’s
Prophethood.

% The Prophet's use of euphemism shows his noble character. He did
not offensively tell the man that he would not be included among
those seventy thousands.

» It is desirable for a scholar to terminate the discussion on specific
topics, so that unqualified persons may not delve into sophisticated
legal issues.

Endnotes

I Al-Bukhiri (3410), Muslim (220}, At-Tirmidhi (2448), Ad-Darimi (2810), and

Ahmad (1/271).

2 The Tibi ‘fin (Successors of the Companions): Plural of Tabi 'k a person who witnessed

a Companion of the Prophet (PBUH), i.e. one of those who belonged to the first
Muslim generation after the Prophet (PBUH).



CHAPTER

Fear of Polytheism

Almighty Allah says:
“Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He
Jforgives what is less than that for whom He wills...”
(Qur'in: An-Nisd: 48-116)
Moreover, Allah, Exalted be He, relates, in the Noble Qur'in, that Ibrahim,
His intimate friend (may Allah be pleased with him), invoked Him saying:

“My Lord, make this city {i.e., Mecca] secure and keep me and
my sons away from worshipping idols” (Qur'in: Ibrihim: 35)

Relevance of the Chapter to the Book of Tawhid

Having clarified how to meet the prerequisites of monotheism and pointed
out its merits, the author, in this chapter, elaborates on the misgivings about
polytheism, so that a true believer may be warned against them.
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Keywords and Phrases

+ Allah does not forgive association with Him: Allah never grants
forgiveness to the one who dies while dedicating acts of devetion to
any false deity besides Him. Nonetheless, Allah forgives all other sins
with the exception of polytheism.

« For whom He wills: Allah grants pardon to whom He wills out of His
bounty and wisdom.

General Meaning of the First Verse

With the aim of warning His bondmen against approaching any act of
polytheism, Allah, to Whom belong all perfection and majesty, stresses that
He will never grant pardon to those who assign partners to Him and remain
so till death. On the contrary, out of His endless bounty and grace He forgives
the sins of those whom He wills with the exception of polytheism.

General Meaning of the Second Qur’anic Verse

Ibrihim (PBUH) invoked Allah to keep him and his sons away from
idolatry, which is deemed as a grave source of mischief.

Relevance of the Qur’anic Verses to the Chapter

The first verse signifies that assigning partners to Allah is deemed as the
gravest sin in the Sight of Allah. Moreover, the one who commits that grave
sin will never be forgiven if he fails to offer repentance before death. Thus, one
must be warned against approaching such a heinous sin. The second Quranic
verse signifies that Ibrahim (PBUH) was afraid of being deluded by acts of
polytheism so he invoked Allah to safeguard him against all acts and forms of
polytheism. We are thus supposed to express our fear of polytheism. Thus, the
two Quranic verses emphasize the significance of expressing fear of perpetrating
any act or form of polytheism.

Lessons Drawn from the Qur’anic Verses

+» Polytheism is the gravest sin, as it will never be forgiven unless one
turns to Allah in repentance.

# If anyone commits any sin other than polytheism and dies before
repentance, his affair will be absolutely referred to Allah, Who may
grant him forgiveness or chastise him in the Hereafter.
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%+ The Muslim must express his fear of polytheism, for Ibrahim (PBUH),
who was distinguished by demolishing idols at his time, was afraid of

falling into such a grave sin.

% The permissibility of invoking Allah for removing tribulations. He is
the One to be besought for help and support.

< It is permissible to invoke Allah for oneself and on behalf of one's
offspring as well,

«* The verses refute the allegation of some ignorant people that the Muslim
nation is not susceptible to fall into acts or forms of polytheism. Those
people felt safe from it and thus ignorantly fell into its darkness.

PP
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The Prophet {(PBUH) has said:

“The most dreadful sin I am afraid you may commit is minor
polytheism. He was, then, questioned about it. Thereupon, he said,

¥ el

It is (offering your good deeds) in ostentation.
(Related by Ahmad)

General Meaning of the Hadith

Out of his pity and mercy for his nation, the Prophet (PBUH) was so keen
to guide people to the path of righteousness and warn them against all that
is evil. He (PBUH) warned Muslims not to perform devotional acts in order
to show off or to get people’s admiration. He deemed showing off as an act of
minor polytheism, which would render all acts of worship, performed in such
a way, null and void. Since people intuitively long for acquiring prominence
and being praised by others, ostentation may easily permeate righteous
Muslims. Therefore, the Prophet (PBUH) expressed his anxiety about the
righteous Muslims who offer good deeds and warned against pretentious
display. While minor polytheism may easily permeate the hearts of the
righteous, acts of major polytheism are hardly perpetrated by them.

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

This hadith warns the believers against the perpetration of minor polytheism,
whereas the former two Quranic verses warn them against approaching acts
of major polytheism. Thus, the present chapter elaborates on the two main
categories of polytheism.

Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

“* A true believer should be anxious about falling into minor polytheism,
since the Prophet (PBUH) expressed his anxiety in the aforementioned
hadith and, moreover, warned righteous Muslims against it.

%+ The Prophet (PBUH) was compassionate and keen to guide his nation
to the straight and righteous path.

< Polytheism is categorized into major and minor polytheism. The
former is defined as setting rivals to Almighty Allah whereas the latter
is confined to acts designated as polytheistic according to the Qur'in
or the Sunnah without reaching the degree of major polytheism. They
may, further, be compared as follows:
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% The former renders man's entire deeds void, whereas the latter only
renders acts contaminated with impure intentions null and void.

% While retainers of major polytheism will abide in the Hellfire for eternity,
perpetrators of minor polytheism will not.

“% A perpetrator of major polytheism is regarded as a repudiator of Islam
while the holder of any act or form of minor polytheism is regarded

as a Muslim.
i
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Ibn Mas'@id (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger
of Allah (PBUH) said:

“Whoever dies while still invoking anything other than Allah as an
equal will enter the Hellfire”

(Related by Al-Bukhiri)

General Meaning of the Hadith

The Prophet (PBUH) states that if the person sets a prophet or any false
deity or object as a rival to Allah either by invoking or imploring such a false
deity for assistance, and remains so until he dies, he will be doomed to the
Hellfire. Setting a rival to Allah has two forms:

a) To associate a partner with Allah with regard to the devotional acts. This
is regarded as an act of major polytheism, which entails eternal chastisement
in the Hellfire.

b) Any act of minor polytheism such as making Allah equal to human
beings in words like, “When Allah wills and you will” or “It is only made
for Allah's sake and yours.” Offering good deeds for the sake of pretentious
display is also regarded as an act of minor polytheism, which does not
necessarily lead its perpetrator to abide eternally in the Hellfire.

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

Muslims, according to this hadith are warned against any act or form of
major or minor polytheism by means of expounding its grave consequences.

Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

% This hadith warns Muslims against all acts and forms of polytheism
and advises them to turn to Allah in repentance.

# Invoking a prophet or a friend of Allah whether alive or dead, and seeking
the blessings of a stone or a tree are regarded as acts of polytheism.

% Polytheism is only expiated by repentance.
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Jabir Ibn * Abdulldh (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the
Prophet (PBUH) said:

“He who meets Allah without associating anything with Him will
enter Paradise, and he who meets Him associating (anything) with
Him will enter the Hellfire™

(Related by Muslim and Ahmad)

Jabir Ibn * Abdullih (the Narrator)

His full name is Jébir Ibn * Abdulldh Ibn ' Amr Ibn Hirdm Al-Ansiri As-Sulami.
He is one of the venerable Companions of the Prophet. His father was also a
Companion. He narrated many hadiths from the Prophet (PBUH). He died
after 70 A.H. at the age of 94; may Allah be pleased with him.

Keywords and Phrases

« Meet Allah: It means to pass away.

+ Anything: It is a general word to include the prohibition of acts entailing
both minor and major polytheism.

General Meaning of the Hadith

The Prophet (PBUH) declares that whoever dies while adopting monotheism
will definitely be admitted into Paradise. If he persistently commits a major sin
and dies without offering repentance, he will be referred to Allah’s Divine Will.
He may be forgiven and thus permitted to enter Paradise or be admitted into
the Hellfire for a limited period of time before entering Paradise.

If a man, on the other hand, dies while retaining any act or conviction of
major polytheism, he will never be admitted into Paradise. Allah will, moreover,
have no mercy on him and he will be cast into the Hellfire and abide therein
for eternity. But if he dies while perpetrating an act of minor polytheism, he
will enter the Hellfire for a limited period of time.

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

The hadith warns Muslims against all kinds of polytheism, and urges them
to keep away from such grave sins.
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Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

% One must be overly afraid of committing any act of polytheism, since
salvation from the Hellfire is contingent on the abandonment of such
a grave sin.

% One's good deeds are not accepted except when being free of any form
or act of polytheism.,

% Clarifying the concept of the Testification of Faith, which implies utter
renunciation of polytheism and pure worship of One God.

%+ Both Paradise and Hellfire are so close to man, so every human being
will fully realize his destination upon the end of his life.

% The hadith affirms the virtues of those who are safeguarded against
polytheism.

Endnotes

1 Ahmad in Al-Musnad (5/428 and 429), and At-Tabarini in Al-Mu 'jam Al-Kabir (The
Great Lexicon) (4/253 No. 4301).

2 Al-Bukhiri {4497). " Abdullah Thn Mas'ad, the narrator of the hadith, adds, “And T
said, "Whoever dies without invoking anything as a rival to Allah will enter
Paradise.” The hadith is also related by Muslim (92) with a wording that reads, “He
who dies associating anything with Allah would enter the Fire (of Hell).
' Abdullih Ibn Mas' 0d said, T say that he who dies without associating anything

with Allah would enter Paradise.”
3 Muslim (95) and Ahmad in A-Musnad (3/345).



CHAPTER

Calling to Testification
of Faith

Almighty Allah says:

“Say, "This is my way; I invite to Allah with insight, I and
those who follow me. And Exalted is Allah; and I am not of
those who associate others with him."” (Qur'in: Yasuf: 108)

Relevance of the Chapter to the Book of Tawhid

In this chapter, we are going to elaborate on the necessity of inviting others
to the straight path of Almighty Allah with insight, wisdom and beautiful
preaching as the Messengers of Allah and their followers did.
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Keywords and Phrases

» Inviting people to Accept the Testification of Faith: The Call to
Allah is designated as inviting people to worship One God, believe
in Him and His Messenger. This is the essence of the Testification
of Faith.

» Say: The person addressed with the command is the Prophet (PBUH).

» Insight: It includes all means of knowledge, which may be employed to
distinguish good from evil and truth from falsehood.

« Exalted is Allah: This phrase has been mentioned as a command to
give praise to Allah and disprove any deficiency or inadequacy as-
cribed to Him.

General Meaning of the Qur’anic Verse

Almighty Allah commands His Messenger to inform people that he,
as well as his followers, invites people to Allah with knowledge, certainty
and clear evidence. The essence of such a call is that Allah is far above
having a rival or a partner in His absolute dominion over the heavens and
the earth. He is also too exalted to have an associate worshipped or adored
besides Him.

Relevance of the Qur’anic Verse to the Chapter

According to the aforementioned Quranic verse, Allah expounded the
exemplary method of the Messenger (PBUH) and his followers in inviting
people to admit, with insight, wisdom and beautiful preaching, the Testification
of Faith. Therefore, the Quranic verse emphasizes the obligation of inviting
others to accept Islam, which is the subject matter of the present chapter.

Lessons Drawn from the Qur’anic Verse

** Inviting people to bear witness that there is no deity but Allah, is the
exemplary practice of the Prophet (PBUH) and his followers.

% A propagator of Islam should be well versed and possessed of compre-
hensive knowledge about what he enjoins or forbids.

% A caller to Allah should sincerely offer his call without any personal
yearning or desire. He should never be partial to a party, a sect or
a doctrine.
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% Having insight is a religious obligation, for following the Prophet
(PBUH) is obligatory and is achieved only through insight represented
in knowledge and firm belief.

% Knowing the virtue of monotheism, which is based on the conviction
that Allah is far above any imperfection.

% Abomination of polytheism since it is a means of abominable profanation.

** Not only should a Muslim be free from any act of polytheism, but he
must also disown the polytheists and their practices.

Gl
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Ibn * Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:

“When the Prophet (PBUH) sent Mu "ddh to Yemen, he said to him,

“You will go to the People of the Scripture. So, when you reach there,

invite them to testify that there is no deity but Allah,’ (in another
narration, it is narrated that the Prophet (PBUH) said, "..to confess
the Oneness of Allah...’) and that Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah. If they obey you in that, tell them that Allah has enjoined on

them five prayers each day and night. If they obey you in that, tell
them that Allah has enjoined on them to pay the Zakdh', which will
be taken from the rich among them and given to the poor among
them. If they obey you in that, then avoid taking the best of their
possessions, and be afraid of the invocation of an oppressed person

because there is no screen between it and Allah.’ "

(Related by Al-Bukhdri and Muslim)

Keywords and Phrases

« The Prophet sent Mu'4dh to Yemen: The Prophet (PBUH) sent Mu"adh
to Yemen as a propagator of Islam, a ruler and a judge in 10 A.H.

« The People of the Scripture: The Jews and the Christians who were
the dominant majority of the population of Yemen at that time,

« If they obey you in that: If they proclaim the Testification of Faith,
comply with what you call to and denounce all the false deities
worshipped besides Allah, then proceed in instructing them to accept
further teachings of Islam.

« Be afraid of the invocation of an oppressed person: The Prophet
(PBUH) warns Mu'4dh against oppression and commands him to
enjoin justice.

« Thereis no screen between itand Allah: It means that the invocation
of an oppressed person will be answered sooner or later.

General Meaning of the Hadith

When the Prophet (PBUH) intended to dispatch Mu'adh to Yemen as

a caller and an instructor for teaching its people the principles of Islam, he,
further, drew for him the major outlines of inviting the Yemeni people to
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the religion of Islam. The Prophet (PBUH), thus, informed Mu'4dh that
he would encounter the Jews and the Christians who were well versed in
religion and fond of engagement in debates. The Prophet (PBUH) urged
Mu'adh to be well prepared to argue with them and remove their suspicions.
According to the Prophet’s pieces of advice, Mu'4dh was admonished
to start his mission with important issues. He was first commanded to
correct their understanding of the principles of belief. Once they adopted
correct belief, he would command them to establish prayer, which took
precedence right after adopting monotheism. If they should abide by
performing the five regular prayers, he would command the rich among
them to pay the Zakdh as an act of consolation to the poor and gratefulness
to Allah, Exalted be He. Then Mu'4dh was warned of taking the best of
their possessions. They were, instead, enjoined to pay Zakdh from among
their average possessions. Finally, he was urged to treat them justly and
to avoid oppression so as to stay clear of the invocation of any oppressed
person, which will certainly be answered.

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

This hadith stresses that the caller to Allah should first invite people to
testify that there is no deity but Allah. It also urges Muslims to send propagators
to achieve such a purpose.

Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

« The permissibility of sending preachers who are capable of inviting
people to Islam.

% Inviting people to bear witness that there is no deity but Allah and that
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah takes precedence over all other
religious duties.

% The Testification of Faith is defined as dedicating all devotions to
Allah and deifying nothing besides Hirmn.

% A man becomes a Muslim after verbally proclaiming the Testification
of Faith.

%+ A man may be well learned but remains unaware of the correct meaning
and consequences of the Testification of Faith. However, some people
are aware of its meaning, but do not put it into practice. Such is the
case of the People of the Scripture.
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% There are various levels of discourse, which must be taken into
account when inviting different people to Islam. This is inferred
from the Prophet's words, which read, “.. You will go to the People of
the Scripture...”.

# According to the hadith, a propagator of Islam should be well
versed in the principles of the Muslim faith so that he may refute all
misconceptions. This may be achieved by seeking knowledge.

% Prayer comes second only to the Testification of Faith.
% Paying obligatory Zakdh follows establishing prayers in importance.

*» According to the hadith, the poor are entitled to receive Zakdh. It may
also be paid to them only.

«+ It is impermissible to take Zakdh from the best of people’s possessions,
unless they do it willingly.

*» Warning against oppression, as the invocations of the oppressed
person will certainly be answered, even if he might be a wrongdoer.

Grlr
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Sahl Ibn Sa’d (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:

“On the day of the Battle of Khaybar the Prophet (PBUH) said
“Tomorrow, I will give the flag to a person who loves Allah and
His Messenger and is loved by Allah and His Messenger, and at
whose hands Allah will grant victory. So, people (the Companions)
wondered all that night, wishing eagerly to see to whom the flag
will be given. In the morning, every one of the Companions wished
to be given the flag. However, the Prophet (PBUH) asked, "Where
is 'Ali Ibn Abi Talib?® It was said that "Ali was suffering from eye-
trouble. So, he ordered them to bring "Alf in front of him. Then the
Prophet (PBUH) spat in his eyes and invoked Allah for him, and
his eyes were cured immediately as if he had never had any eye-
trouble. Then the Prophet (PBUH) gave him the flag and said, ‘Go
to them patiently and calmly until you enter their land and face
them. Then, invite them to Islam and inform them of what Allah
has enjoined upon them, for by Allah, if a single person embraces
Islam at your hands (i.e. through you), that will be better for you
than the red camels (the Arabs’ most precious possessions).’ ™

(Related by Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Sahl Ibn Sa'd (the Narrator)

Sahl Ibn Sad’s full name is Sahl Ibn Sa’d Ibn Malik Ibn Khélid Al-Angiri
Al-Khazraji As-S47idi. He is a prominent Companion who died in 88 A.H.,
when he was over hundred years old; may Allah be pleased with him.

*Ali Ibn Abd Talib

"Ali Tbn Ab( Télib was the Prophet’s paternal cousin, the husband of his
daughter Fitimah, and the fourth of the Rightly-guided Caliphs. He was one
of the earliest persons to accept Islam and one of the ten Companions who

were given the glad tidings of being admitted into Paradise. He was murdered

in 40 A.H.; may Allah be pleased with him.

Keywords and Phrases

« The Day of Khaybar: It refers to the Battle of Khaybar, which was
launched against the Jews in 7 A.H.
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» Flag: It is the emblem of the army, which is usually given to the commander.

« Islam: Submitting to Allah by adopting monotheism, showing
absolute obedience to Allah and dissociating oneself from polytheism
and polytheists.

General Meaning of the Hadith

The Prophet (PBUH) gave the Companions glad tidings that in the following
day they would be granted victory over the Jews at the hands of a virtuous
man who was loyal to Allah and His Messenger (PBUH). Consequently,
each Companion aspired to be that virtuous man. When they gathered in the
morning, the Prophet (PBUH) asked about ' Ali (may Allah be pleased with
him) who was suffering an eye-trouble and could not join them. *Ali came
and the Prophet (PBUH) spat in his eyes, which healed at once. Thereafter, the
Prophet (PBUH) charged him with the commandment of the Muslim troops
and instructed him to move ahead calmly until he drew near to the enemies’
fortress. The Prophet further commanded ' Alf to invite the enemies, when
he reached their fortress, to accept Islam. If they would respond to his call, he
should, then, inform them of the duties imposed on every Muslim. Finally, the
Prophet (PBUH) highlighted the virtues of inviting people to Allah affirming
that if a caller succeeded in guiding one person to the straight path, it would
be better for him than being possessed of the most precious worldly gains.
Therefore, how great his rewards would be if he became the source of guidance
for more than one person!

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

This hadith emphasizes the importance of inviting people to accept Islam,
Invitation to Islam implies calling people to proclaim the Testification of Faith
by declaring that there is no deity but Allah and that Muhammad is His
servant and Messenger. The hadith further emphasizes the virtue of propagating
the religion of Islam.

Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

% Knowing the virtues of " Ali Ibn Ab{ Talib; his loyalty to Allah and His
Messenger, and his possession of certain and firm belief. These virtues
were attested by the Prophet (PBUH) himself,

* Thishadith proves that Almighty Allah loves in a way thatis appropriate
for His Majesty.



Chaprer 4: Calling to Testificarion of Faicth 55

++ The Companions were keen to compete in offering all good deeds.

% Muslims are ordained to show good manners even at times of war.
They are also commanded to avoid hasty decisions and undesired
sounds during war.

%+ The Imam should command his viceroys to treat their subjects with
tenderness without showing weakness or lack of vigor.

%+ Before engaging in combat with their enemies, the Muslims must
invite them to Islam.

% War is to be waged against whoever stands against the propagation
of Islam.

“* When inviting non-Muslims to Islam, Muslims should introduce the
teachings of Islam to them by degrees. That is, a disbeliever may be
first invited to proclaim the Testification of Faith and then invited to
perform the other pillars of Islam.

«+ The virtue of inviting non-Muslims to accept Islam lies in the generous
reward they will be granted in case they embrace Islam.

++ This hadith implies two proofs of the Prophethood of Muhammad.
He gave glad tidings of victory beforehand and cured the sore eyes by
applying his honorable saliva to " Ali’s eyes.

% It is obligatory for Muslims to believe in the Divine Decree. This is
shown by the fact that though each Companion was keen to be granted
the flag; it was only given to the one foreordained by Allah.

% It is not enough for the person to be called a Muslim. He must, further,
be acquainted with the legal duties incumbent upon him and put them
into practice.

Endnotes

1 Zakidh: A fixed proportion of ones property paid annually by every Muslim whose
property has reached a specified amount called the nisdb (i.e. the minimum amount on
which Zakdh is due). Paying Zakdh is one of the five pillars of Islam, namely the third.
There are eight recipients of Zakdh according to the Shari’ah (Islamic Law) as stated
in the Qur'an { At-Tawbah: 60).

2 Al-Bukhiri (2942) and Muslim (2406).






CHAPTER

Meaning of Monotheism
and Faith Testification

Almighty Allah says:

“Those whom they invoke seek means of access to their Lord,
[striving as to] which of them would be nearest, and they hope
Jor His mercy and fear His punishment. Indeed, the punishment
of your Lord is ever feared.” (Qurin: Al-Isrd’: 57)

Relevance of the Chapter to the Book of Tawhid

In the present chapter, the author clarifies the concept of monotheism.
There is a need for clarifying the concept of monotheism since some people
wrongly believe that monotheism involves a mere belief in the Oneness of
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Allah. The author asserts that monotheism necessitates devoting all acts
and forms of worship to Allah Alone, and keeping away from any act of
polytheism.

Keywords and Phrases

» Testification of Faith: It is the declaration that there is no deity but
Allah and that Muhammad is the servant and Messenger of Allah.

» Invoke: The contextual meaning of the word ‘invoke’ is to worship. The
disbelievers, however, invoke or adore the angels, the prophets or the
righteous,

 Seek means of access to their Lord: Despite being invoked and
adored besides Allah, the angels, the prophets and righteous people
offer all good deeds to draw nearer to their Lord.

General Meaning of the Qur’anic Verse

Almighty Allah affirms that the angels, the prophets and the righteous,
whom the disbelievers invoke besides Allah, ardently seek to draw nearer
to Allah, hoping for His mercy and fearing His punishment. As the angels,
prophets and righteous men offer good deeds seeking the pleasure of Allah,
how can they be adored or worshipped besides Him?!

Relevance of the Qur’anic Verse to the Chapter

The verse in question signifies that both monotheism and the Testification
of Faith necessitate avoiding all acts and practices of polytheism such as
invoking the righteous or seeking their intercession for removing adversities
or aftlictions.

Lessons Drawn from the Qur’anic Verse

% The verse provides a counter argument against those who falsely
believe that Allah's friends and righteous persons invoked besides
Allah are competent to bring benefit or avert harm.

%+ It shows how the Prophets and the righteous fear Allah and seek His mercy.

o
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Almighty Allah says:

“And {mention, O Muhammad), when Abraham said fo his
father and his people, ‘Indeed, I am disassociated from that
which you worship - except for He Who created me; and indeed,
He will guide me.” " (Quran: Az-Zukhruf: 26-27)

General Meaning of the Qur’anic Verse

Almighty Allah narrates the story of His servant, Messenger, and intimate
friend Ibrihim who dissociated himself from the false deities, which were
worshipped by his father and his people. He devoted himself to the worship
of Allah.

Relevance of the Verse to the Chapter

This verse signifies that adopting monotheism and testifying that there is
no deity but Allah necessitate dissociating oneself from all acts of polytheism,
and dedicating all one’s devotional acts to Allah Alone.

Lessons Drawn from the Qur’anic Verse

4 The meaning of the Testification of Faith is to believe in the Oneness
of Allah, devote all acts of worship to Him Alone, and dissociate
oneself from all false deities.

++ A believer should avowedly declare his repudiation of the polytheists.

< A Muslim should dissociate himself from the enemies of Allah even if
they are from among the nearest kin.
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Allah, Exalted be He, says:

“They have taken their scholars and monks as gods besides
Allah, and (also) the Messiah, the son of Mary. And they
were not commanded except to worship one God; there is no
deity except Him. Exalted is He above whatever they associate
with Him.”' (Qur'an: At-Tawbah: 31)

Keywords and Phrases

+ They have taken their scholars and monks as gods: The Jews
and the Christians regard their scholars and monks as the legislators
who assign what is lawful and what is prohibited. Allah, Glorified
be He, is the absolute Lawgiver, and therefore, if anyone submits
himself to the legislation of a human, he is regarded as taking a false
deity besides Allah.

+» And (also) the Messiah, the son of Mary: The Christians have taken
Jesus as a god besides Allah.

General Meaning of the Qur’anic Verse

The Jews and the Christians sought the advice of their scholars and
monks and obeyed them in legalizing what Allah made unlawful and
prohibiting what He made lawful. They, therefore, set their scholars and
monks as gods besides Allah. The Christians, moreover, worshipped Jesus
and alleged that he was the Son of God. Consequently, they disregarded the
Divine Scripture through which they were commanded to submit to Allah
Alone. Thus, Allah disapproves of their practices and declares Himself far
above them.

Relevance of the Qur’anic Verse to the Chapter

The verse clarifies the meaning of both monotheism and the Testification
of Faith. Monotheism and the Testification of Faith necessitate that Allah is to
be obeyed by following what He has made lawful and avoiding what He has
prohibited. Whoever obeys a person or submits himself to a law, which
violates Allah’s prohibitions, is regarded as a polytheist.
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Lessons Drawn from the Qur’anic Verse

% Submission to the Will of Allah with regard to His obligations and
prohibitions is one of the implications of monotheism and sincere

Testification of Faith.

% Obeying anyone in making lawful what Allah made prohibited or
prohibiting what Allah made lawful, is a form of polytheism.

% The Qur'anic verse refutes the Christian belief that Jesus is a god, and
affirms that he is the servant of Allah.

¢ Allah is far above having an associate or a partner.

S
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Allah, the Almighty, says:

“And [yet], among the people are those who take other than Allah
as equals [to Him]. They love them as they (must) love Allah.
But those who believe are stronger in love for Allah, And if only
they, who have wronged, would consider (that) when they see the
punishment, (they will be certain) that all power belongs to Allah
and that Allah is severe in punishment.”

(Qurin: Al-Bagarah: 165)

Keywords and Phrases

+ They love them as they (must) love Allah: It means that those who
worship false deities besides Allah retain love and reverence for such deities.

General Meaning of the Qur’anic Verse

Allah, Glorified and Exalted be He, depicts the polytheists’ affairs in this
life and the recompense they will receive in the Hereafter. They set rivals to
Allah by rendering love and reverence to them. On the contrary, the true
believers’ love for Allah exceeds the polytheists’ love for their false deities or
the polytheists’ love for Allah. The reason is that the believers’ love is dedicated
to Allah Alone, whereas the polytheists’ love is shared by other false deities.
Had the polytheists been certain of the grave chastisement they would receive
on the Day of Resurrection for the grave sins they perpetrated, they would have
abandoned all their aberrant practices. However, they did neither perceive nor
believe in their inevitable destiny.

Relevance of the Qur’anic Verse to the Chapter

The Quranic verse is one of the texts that clarifies the meaning of mono-
theism and the significance of a Muslim’s Testification of Faith. The verse
implies that whoever ascribes rivals to Allah and loves them as he loves Allah,
is deemed a polytheist. Monotheism is, therefore, an act of rendering love and
reverence to Allah Alone. Such love and reverence drive man to sincerely
worship, submit and surrender to Allah Alone.
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Lessons Drawn from the Qur’anic Verse

% Monotheism designates the retainment of love and reverence, which
correlate submission and surrender, to Allah Alone.

< Though they render great love to Allah, the polytheists are not considered
Muslims, since they associate false deities with Allah,

% Polytheism is a form of injustice.

% The verse warns the polytheists against the severe punishment
prepared for them on the Day of Resurrection.
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The Prophet (PBUH) is reported to have said:

“He who testifies that there is no deity but Allah and renounces
whatever is worshipped besides Allah, his property and blood
become inviolable, and his account will be with Allah.”

(Related by Muslim and Ahmad)

Keywords and Phrases

« His property and blood become inviolable: It means that
whoever declares his acceptance of Islam, his property and blood
will be secured.

« And his account will be with Allah: If anyone declares his
acceptance of Islam, his reckoning will be only with Allah, Who will
recompense him according to his intention.

General Meaning of the Hadith

According to the foregoing hadith, the property and blood of a man will be
secured upon the fulfillment of two major requirements:

1.Pronouncing the Testification of Faith by declaring that there is no
deity but Allah and that Muhammad is the servant and Messenger
of Allah.

2.Renouncing all other false deities which are worshipped besides Allah,

Once a person fulfills these two requisites, he will be secured with
regard to his life and property. As far as his inner belief is concerned, it
will be absolutely left to Allah Alone. Therefore, if he is proven to be of
firm and sincere belief, Allah will admit him into the gardens of Paradise.
Otherwise, if he is a hypocrite, he will be driven to a severe punishment
in the Hellfire. However, people are judged in this life according to their
apparent deeds.

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

This hadith provides a clear definition of the Testification of Faith,
which necessitates the renunciation of all false deities worshipped
besides Allah.
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Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

** Declaration of belief in one God implies the renunciation of all other
false deities worshipped besides Allah, such as idols and tombs.

% If anyone merely testifies that there is no deity but Allah, understands
its meaning and acts accordingly, his blood and property will not be
secured unless he declares his renunciation of all false deities
worshipped besides Allah.

% A mere verbal declaration of belief in one God (i.e. Allah) and showing
apparent adherence to religious ordinances secure man's property and
blood until proven otherwise.

% A Muslim is enjoined to withhold his hands from the disbelievers once
they accept Islam, even if they do so while being in a state of war, until
the contrary is proven.

% A man may verbally testify that there is no deity but Allah without
expressing his renunciation of other false deities.

% People are judged according to their apparent deeds. In the Hereafter,
they will be judged according to their hidden plans.

** A Muslim's blood and property are inviolable except for a justifiable
reason such as executing a penalty.

Endnotes

1 The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) has interpreted this verse when "Adiyy Ibn Hitim
(may Allah be pleased with him) visited him and heard him reciting it. Upon hearing
the verse, 'Adi said, “O Messenger of Allah! They did not worship them!” He (the
Praphet) said, “Yes, they did; they (rabbis and monks) forbade them what is lawful and
made lawful for them what is forbidden, and their peoples followed them, This is their
worship of them.” This hadith is related by At-Tirmidhi (3094) who graded it a hasan
(good) hadith. It is also related by Ibn Abi Shaybah in his Musannaf ( The Compilation)
(7/167 No. 34925).

2 Muslim (23} and Ahmad in Al-Musnad (37472},






CHAPTER

Acts of Polg'theism:
Wearing Rings for Removing

Affliction and the Like

Allah, Exalted be He, says:
“Say, ‘Then have you considered what you invoke besides Allah? If
Allah intended me harm, are they removers of His harm; or if He
intended me mercy, are they withholders of Hismercy?’ Say, ‘Sufficient
Jor me is Allak; upon Him [alone] rely the [wise] reliers. ”
(Qur'in: Az-Zumar: 38)

Relevance of this Chapter to the Book of Tawhid

The present chapter refers to an act, which is regarded as one of the forms
of polytheism. It is trying to remove or avert afflictions and tribulations by

doing acts of polytheism.
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Keywords and Phrases
» What you invoke: It refers to all false deities which may be invoked

for the sake of deriving benefit or averting harm.

« Harm: 1t is a comprehensive word, which includes all types of
afflictions such as diseases, poverty and distress.

» Mercy: It is also a comprehensive term, which includes good health,
comfortable life, ete.

General Meaning of the Qur’anic Verse

Allah commands His Prophet (PBUH) to ask the polytheists if their idols
can benefit or harm, to force them to acknowledge the disability of their false
deities. By asking them such a question, the Prophet (PBUH) caused their
argument to fall into pieces.

Relevance of the Verse to the Chapter

The verse is a proof of the invalidity of polytheism and all acts revealing
polytheism such as wearing rings or strings.

Lessons Drawn from the Qur’anic Verse

%+ The invalidity of polytheism, for whatever is worshipped besides
Allah is absclutely incapable of doing benefit or causing harm.

++ Wearing rings, strings or their like for the sake of deriving benefit or
averting harm, is strongly denounced. Such acts of polytheism are
similar to idolatry.

% Itispermissibletoencounter the polytheistsin polemical confrontations
for refuting their false doctrines.

++ The obligation of relying entirely upon Allah and trusting Him.

ST%
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'Imran Ibn Husayn (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:

“The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) saw a man wearing a bracelet
of brass in his hand. Thereupon, the Prophet (PBUH) said to him,
‘What is this bracelet for?’ The man replied, ‘It is because of
Al-Wahinah (a vein that causes pain in the shoulder and the hand).
Thereupon, the Prophet (PBUH) said, "Take if off, for it will only
increase your pain, and if you die while wearing it, you will never

It
succeed .

(Related by Ahmad with an acceptable chain of transmission)

‘Imrin Ibn Husayn

The full name of the narrator is *Imran Ibn Husayn Ibn "Ubayd Ibn Khalaf
Al-Khuzi'i. He and his father were Companions of the Prophet. He embraced
Islam in the year of the Battle of Khaybar and died in 52 A.H. in Basra; may
Allah be pleased with him.

General Meaning of the Hadith

‘Imrin Ibn Husayn (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates one of
the incidents of the Prophet who used to fight against polytheism. 'Imrin
mentioned that the Prophet (PBUH) saw a man wearing a bracelet of brass
in his hand. Thereupon, the Prophet (PBUH) asked why he wore it. The
man replied that he did so to remove the pain in his hands. Thereupon, the
Prophet (PBUH} commanded him to take it off immediately, and he (PBUH)
justified his order by explaining to the man that such a bracelet would not
remove the pain, but it would increase it. The Prophet (PBUH) further added
that in case man died while wearing such a bracelet, he would never prosper
in the Hereafter.

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

The hadith proves the prohibition of wearing rings for the sake of removing a
tribulation. Such an act is a form of polytheism, which contradicts true belief.

Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

“* Wearing bracelets and the like for the sake of being safeguarded against
diseases is regarded as an act of polytheism.
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%+ It is forbidden to use any prohibited material as a treatment.
< It is obligatory for the Muslim to deny the evil and teach the ignorant.
< Polytheism has bad consequences both in this life and in the Hereafter.

< A mufti (Muslim scholar qualified in issuing legal rulings) must
perceive the issue in detail before delivering his verdict. He should
also take major objectives of the Shariah (Islamic Law) into account
before giving his legal ruling.

** Minor polytheism is at the top of the major sins.

<+ Falling into polytheism out of ignorance is by no means excused.

% People must strictly oppose the one who commits any act of polytheism
s0 as to make people abhor such a practice.

Ll
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‘*Ugbah Ibn *Amir (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the
Prophet (PBUH) said:

“If a person uses an amulet, may Allah not fulfill his purpose, and if
he uses a seashell (as a remedy, or to protect him from the evil eye),

may Allah not grant him calmness”
According to another version, the Prophet (PBUH) said:

. . 3
“Whoever uses an amulet commits an act of polytheism.”

‘*Ugbah Ibn ' Amir (the Narrator)

"Ugbah Ibn *'Amir Al-Juhani is a well-known Companion. During the
Caliphate of Mu'awiyah, 'Ugbah was appointed as a governor of Egypt for
three years and died at the age of about 60 years; may Allah be pleased with him,

Keywords and Phrases

» Whoever uses an amulet: An amulet may be attached with the belief
that it can guard a person or an animal against harm or evil.

« Amulet: Attachment of amulets was a pre-Islamic custom. The Arabs used
to attach beads to their children for guarding them against evil eyes.

« May Allah not fulfill his purpose! It is an invocation expressed by
the Prophet (PBUH) against whoever attaches an amulet.

General Meaning of the Two Hadiths

The Prophet (PBUH) invokes Allah to let those who attach amulets with
the purpose of removing harm or evil not to fulfill their objective. Similarly,
the Prophet (PBUH) asks Allah not to let those who attach seashells live in
peace and tranquility. The Prophet’s invocations are taken as indication for
his admonition against such grave practices. In the second hadith, the Prophet
(PBUH) affirms that such practices are acts of polytheism.

Relevance of the Two Hadiths to the Chapter

The two hadiths prove the prohibition of attaching amulets and seashells.
They prove such practices as forms of polytheism, since those who attach such
objects become absolutely dependent on them.
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Lessons Drawn from the Hadiths

++ Attaching amulets is an act of polytheism.
4+ Whoever relies on others besides Allah will never attain his aim.

< One may invoke Allah not to fulfill the purpose of those attaching

such amulets.
Sl
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Ibn Abii Hitim related that Hudhayfah (may Allah be pleased with
him) saw a man wearing a thread around his arm to protect him from fever,
thereupon, Hudhayfah cut it and recited the Qur'anic verse that reads:

“And most of them believe not in Allah except while they associate
others with Him.” (Qur'an: Yasuf: 106)
(Related by Ibn Abt Hitim)

Hudhayfah Ibnul-Yamén (the Narrator)

The full name of the narrator is Hudhayfah Ibnul-Yaman Al-" Absi. He is
one of the earliest Companions to accept Islam. He died in 36 A.H.; may Allah
be pleased with him.

General Meaning of the Tradition

Hudhayfah Ibnul-Yamén (may Allah be pleased with him} saw a man
tying a thread around his arm for the sake of protecting himself from fever.
Thereupon, Hudhayfah cut the thread as an indication of his disapproval.
Hudhayfah recited a verse from the Noble Qur'an to prove the verity of his
action. This verse states that though the polytheists believe in the Oneness of
Allah, they associate others with Him.

Relevance of the Tradition to the Chapter

It affirms that wearing threads to alleviate illnesses is an act of polytheism,
which must be strictly opposed.

Lessons Drawn from the Tradition

% Wearing threads to remove afflictions or repel them is prohibited, for
it is regarded as an act of polytheism.

«+ It is obligatory to forbid evil and remove it whenever possible.

* It is possible to use Qurianic verses and Prophetic traditions pertaining
to major polytheism to prove the prohibition of acts classified as
minor polytheism.

% Though the polytheists confess Tawhidur-Rubiibiyyah (belief in
Allah’s Lordship), they are deemed polytheists because they worship
false deities besides Allah.
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Endnotes

| Ahmad in Al-Musnad (4/445), Ibn Hibbin in Mawidrid Agz-Zamidn (Fountains for
the Thirsty) No. (1410 and 1411), Ibn Majah (3531), and Al-Hakim in Al-Mustadrak
(4/216) who graded it sahil hadith and Adh-Dhahabi agreed to that grading,

2 Ahmad in Al-Musnad (4/154), Ibn Hibbin in Mawdrid Az Zam dn {1413}, and
Al-Hikim in Al-Mustadrak (4/417).

3 Ahmad in Al- Musnad (4/156) and Al-Hikim in Al-Mustadrak (4/417).



CHAPTER

Incantations and Amulets

Abd Bashir Al-Ansari (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:

“I was in the company of the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) on
one of his journeys. The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) sent a
messenger and ordered him not to let any necklace of string or
any kind of necklaces (the narrator doubted the exact word ing
of the Prophet) round the necks of camels except it should be

cut off”'

Relevance of the Chapter to the Book of Tawhid

In this chapter, the author further elaborates on other practices that

impair pure monotheism such as using charms or amulets and other acts
of polytheism.
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Abi Bashir Al-Anséri (the Narrator)

Abi Bashir Al-Anséri was one of the Prophet’s Companions. He witnessed
the Battle of Al-Khandaq and died at the age of about 60; may Allah be pleased
with him.

General Meaning of the Hadith

In one of his journeys, the Prophet (PBUH) sent a man announcing that
all necklaces attached to the camels should be removed. People used to
believe that such necklaces could guard the camels against harm or evil eyes.
The Prophet commanded them to remove such necklaces. These practices are
deemed as acts of polytheism.

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

The hadith asserts the prohibition of adorning camels and other animals
with strings for the sake of guarding them against harms or envious eyes. Such
practices are acts of polytheism.

Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

%+ Attaching strings to animals in order to repel harm is as prohibited as
attaching amulets.

++ It is obligatory to remove evil whenever possible.

%+ People must be warned against all forms of polytheism so that their
true belief may be properly maintained.
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Ibn Mas'ad (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:

“I heard the Prophet (PBUH) saying, ‘Using (illegal) incantations,
amulets, or tiwalah (a kind of magic used to make a woman loves
her husband), is an act of polytheism. ™

(Related by Ahmad, Abii Dawad)

General Meaning of the Hadith

The Prophet (PBUH) affirms that reciting an illegal incantation, attaching
an amulet and referring to sorcery to repel harm or derive a benefit are acts of
polytheism, as none can guard against evil or bring benefit other than Allah,
Glorified be He.

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

This hadith affirms that using any of the aforementioned means entails
polytheism, and thus impairs one's pure belief.

Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

*¢ A Muslim should be alert to all forms and acts of polytheism.
% Itis impermissible to seek the help of amulets, incantations, or tiwalahs.

% Being confident about the influence of incantations, amulets, or
tiwalahs is an act of polytheism.

L
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An amulet is defined as an object worn, especially around the child’s neck,
as a charm to protect him from evil and envious eyes. However, some scholars
of our Salaf (early Muslim scholars) permit attaching amulets if they contain
Qur’anic verses, whereas some others including Ibn Mas™ iid deem it forbidden.

The Prophet only mentions legal incantations, which are free of all forms
of polytheism. Such legal incantations, according to the Prophet's commands,
may be recited for the persons who fall prey to envious eyes or those stung
by a harmful animal. As far as the tiwalah is concerned, it is a form of magic
wrongly believed to make a wife more endeared to her husband or to make a
husband more beloved by his wife.

Keywords and Phrases

» Legal Incantation: It refers to a ritual recitation of some verses of
the Ever-Glorious Qur'n for those suffering a disease or an affliction. It
may also be breathed into water, which is given to the patient. A legal
incantation may also be written on a dish and then erased by applying
fresh water, which is presented to the sufferer.

Conclusion

+* Legal incantation may be held permissible or prohibited. To become
permissible, a legal incantation must be free of any form, act or
conviction entailing polytheism. If it is contaminated by any act of
polytheism, it will be rendered prohibited.

%+ Amulet is absolutely prohibited if it contains any spell or charm
entailing polytheism according to the consensus of Muslim scholars.
Scholars, however, differed on the amulet containing passages of the
Qur'an: While some permitted it, others forbade it. The sound view is
that it is forbidden lest its use should open further avenues of innovative
acts of worship. It is similarly prohibited for the sake of securing the
Qur’in from all innovative practices.

% According to the unanimous agreement of Muslim scholars, tiwalah is
forbidden because it is classified as a form of sorcery.




Chapter 7: Incantarions and Amulets 79

' Abdulldh Ibn “Ukaym (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated, as a
marfit' hadith, that the Prophet (PBUH) said:

“If anyone wears anything (like an amulet) (believing that if brings
good or repels evil), Allah will leave him to such a thing he

attached himself fo.””

' Abdullih Ibn' Ukaym (the Narrator)

*Abdulldh Ibn' Ukaym was nicknamed Ab( Ma'bad Al-Juhani Al-Kofi.
Though he was alive during the lifetime of the Prophet (PBUH), there is no
evidence that he heard any hadith from the Prophet (PBUH).

General Meaning of the Hadith

In this hadith, the Prophet (PBUH) states that if the person attaches his
heart, or his deeds or both to any false deity or object besides Allah believing
that it can bring benefit or avert harm, he will be left to such a thing and
deprived of Allah’s compassion. However, whoever turns to Allah will have all
his affairs accomplished, and his hardships released.

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

According to the hadith, it is forbidden and greatly condemned to attach oneself
to any object believing that it can independently bring benefit or avert harm.

Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

+ It is prohibited to attach oneself to any object besides Allah.
% A Muslim must exclusively rely on Allah for accomplishing all his deeds.
+ Falling into polytheism incurs great harm and bad consequences.

% Rewards are always proportionate to deeds.

Gl
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Imém Ahmad related that Ruwayfi' {may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:

“The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, ‘O Ruwayfi'! You may live

for a long time after | am gone, so, tell people that if anyone ties his
beard or wears a string round his neck to ward off the evil eye, or
cleanses himself (after defecation or urination) with animal dung
or bone, then Muhammad has nothing to do with him. ™

Ruwayfi' Ibn Thibit (the Narrator)

His full name is Ruwayfi’ Ibn Thabit Ibnus-Sakan Ibn * Adi Ibnul-Hirith,
He was from the tribe of Bani Milik Tbn An-Najjar Al-Angéri. He ruled both
Barca and Tripoli and conquered Tunisia (Ifrigiyyah) in 47 A.H. He died in 56
(A.H.), may Allah be pleased with him.

Keywords and Phrases

» Ties his beard: People used to twist their beards in wars out of arrogance.
They also used to twist their hair for showing effeminate manners. It
may also refer to tying beards at times of offering prayers.

» Wears a string: The Arab pagans used to wear strings as necklaces or
put them around animals’ necks to guard them against envious eyes.

General Meaning of the Hadith

The Prophet (PBUH) assured Ruwayfi" that he would live for a long time
until he witnessed a group of people who would renounce his guidance
by committing certain forbidden acts. Such people would deviate from the
Prophet’s guidance of letting one’s beard grow to twisting their beards into
ringlets or coils in a way that resembles the manners of effeminate men. Those
people would also exercise acts impairing pure belief such as wearing
necklaces or attaching them to animals’ necks mainly for the sake of averting
anticipated harm. Such a group of people would further commit violations
of the Prophet’s exemplary practices. They would, therefore, cleanse
themselves by using impure objects such as dung or bone. Therefore, the
Prophet (PBUH) entrusted Ruwayfi® with the task of informing Muslims that
their Prophet would dissociate himself from those who would dare to commit
such abominable acts.
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Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

This hadith stresses the prohibition of wearing amulets for the sake of
averting harm, as it is an act of polytheism. It is Allah Alone, Who can guard
against any harm.

Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

« This hadith is a proof of Muhammad’s prophethood. The Prophet
foretold that Ruwayfi® would lead a long life. He had a long lifespan
and died in 56 A.H. '

% People should be fully informed about the legal duties and the
prohibitions with which they must comply.

++ It is permissible to honor one's beard and let it grow, whereas shaving,
cutting, twisting or even curling it is prohibited.

** Wearing a necklace to repel harm is prohibited, as it is an act of
polytheism.

% Cleansing oneself with animal dung or bone is prohibited.

“+ The aforementioned prohibitions are classified as major sins.

Gl
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Waki' narrated that Sa'id Ibn Jubayr said:

“Whoever removes an amulet worn by a man will be rewarded as if
he has emancipated a slave.”

Waki® also reported that Ibrahim said:

“They (the followers of *Abdullah Ibn Mas '1id) disliked all forms
of amulets; whether they consisted of passages from the Quran
or not”

Waki® Ibnul-Jarrih

Waki® Ibnul-Jarrih was a trustworthy Imim who compiled a number of
books and died in 197 A.H,; may Allah have mercy on him.

Ibriahim An-Nakh'i

Ibrahim An-Nakh'i was a trustworthy Imdm and one of the prominent
Muslim jurists. He died in 96 A.H.; may Allah have mercy on him.

General Meaning of the Two Traditions

These two traditions affirm that whoever removes an amulet attached to
someone’s neck will be rewarded as if he has released a person from the bondage
of slavery. A man wearing an amulet is a slave of the Satan. By removing the
amulet he wears, he will become free from the bondage of satanic insinuations.
Moreover, Ibriahim An-Nakh'i reports that prominent scholars among the
Tibi ‘fin maintain that all forms of amulets are forbidden, even those containing
passages from the Qur'in. This is mainly to block the means leading to the
introduction of further innovative acts of worship.

Relevance of the Two Traditions to the Chapter

The two traditions affirm that those prominent scholars among the Tabi dn
forbade the attachment of amulets.

Lessons Drawn from the Two Traditions

< The merit of removing amulets and freeing people from the bondage
of polytheism
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% Attaching amulets is generally prohibited according to the view of
some prominent scholars among the Tdbi éin, Prohibition also
includes amulets containing passages from the Glorious Qur'an.

%+ The Salaf (early Muslim scholars) were so keen to keep the Muslim
belief pure and free from superstitions.

Endnotes

1 Al-Bukhdri (3005), Muslim (2115}, and AbQ Déwid (2552).

2 Ahmad (1/381), Abh Ddwiid (3883), Ibn Mijah (3530), Al-Hikim in Al-Mustadrak
{4/418) who graded it a sahih hadith, and Adh-Dhahabi agreed to that grading,

3 Ahmad in Al-Musnad (4/211) and At-Tirmidhi (2073).

4 Ahmad (4/108, 109) and AbG Dawtd (36).
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CHAPTER

Seeking the Blessings of Trees, Stones...

Allah, Exalted be He, says:

“So have you considered Al-Lit and Al-"Uzza? And Manah, the
third - the other one? Is for you the male and for Him the female?
That, then, is an unjust division. They are not but [mere] names
you have named them - you and your forefathers — for which
Allah has sent down no authority. They follow not except
assumption and what (their) souls desire, and there has already
come to them from their Lord guidance.”

(Qur'an: An-Najm: 19-23)

Relevance of the Chapter to the Book of Tawhid

The present chapter represents a continuation of the condemned practices
deemed to contradict pure belief.
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Keywords and Phrases

» Seeking the Blessings of Trees, Stones, etc: Also included among
such condemned practices is the act of seeking blessings of a shrine, a
tomb or a relic.

« Al-Lit: It is the name of an idol that used to be worshipped in the
Pre-Islamic Period of Ignorance (the Jahiliyyah). It originally refers
to a white variegated rock on which a building was erected in
At-T4if. It may also refer to the name of a man who used to prepare
food for pilgrims'. Upon his death, people devoted acts of worship at
his tomb.

o Al-"Uzzi: It was the name of a tree surrounded by a wall and decorated
with curtains. It was located in the road between Mecca and At-TZ'if.

« Mandh: It was an idol, which used to be located at Al-Mushallal
between Mecca and Medina.

« Is for you the male and for Him the female: The polytheists
alleged that the angles are Allah’s begotten daughters.

General Meaning of the Qut’anic Verses

Almighty Allah argues that the aforementioned idols, worshipped
besides Allah, are inanimate and are, thus, of no avail. Moreover, Allah
reprimands the polytheists for their unjust partiality since they dissociate
themselves from the fernales and ascribe them to Allah. They are asked
to prove the validity of worshipping these idols. He further argues that
assumptions and personal desires can never be taken as decisive criteria
in such an argument. Clear-cut proofs only lie with Allah’s Messengers
who gave irrefutable proofs of the obligation to worship none but Allah
and to renounce idolatry.

Relevance of the Qur’anic Verses to the Chapter

These verses prove the prohibition of seeking the blessings of trees or
stones, which is categorically regarded as polytheism. The polytheists devoted
acts of worship to these idols for the sake of seeking their claimed blessings.
Seeking the blessings of shrines, trees or stones is tantamount to seeking the
blessings of false deities such as Al-Lit, Al-'Uzza and Manah.
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Lessons Drawn from the Qur’anic Verses

% Seeking the blessings of trees and stones is an act of polytheism.

% It is permissible to encounter the polytheists in debates for the sake of
removing their doubts.

% Legal rulings are proven only when supported by proofs deduced from
the Divine Revelation. A ruling cannot be based on personal desires
or assumptions.

% Almighty Allah has clearly established religion through the Messengers
He sent and the Scriptures He revealed.
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Abt Wiqid Al-Laythi (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:

“We went along with the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) to (the Battle of)
Hunayn. At that time, we were new converls fo Islam. The polytheists
had a lot tree for adoration. They used to attach their arms to the
tree seeking its blessings. Afterwards, we passed by (another) lot tree
and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! Let this tree be a source of blessings
for our arms as the disbelievers used to do’ The Prophet (PBUH)
exclaimed saying, Allah is the Greatest! (You have followed the evil)
traditions (of the previous nations). By the One in Whose Hand my
life is, you have said the same as the Children of Israel said fo Moses,
"...make for us a god just as they have gods. He said, ‘Indeed, you are
a people behaving ignorantly...” (Qurian: Al-A'rif: 138) You will
follow the (erring) traditions of those (nations) before you.” ™

(Related by At-Tirmidhi who graded it a sahih (authentic) hadith)

Abl Wiqid Al-Laythi (the Narrator)

His name is Al-Harith Ibn * Awf. He is a renowned Companion who died
in 68 A.H. at the age of 85; may Allah be pleased with him.

Keywords and Phrases

« Hunayn: It is a valley lying ten miles east of Mecca, where the Prophet
(PBUH) combated the tribe of Hawézin.

» Anwdf: Swords which the polytheists used to hang on the tree seeking
its blessings.

General Meaning of the Hadith

Abli Wiqgid gives an account of an interesting incident that took place
immediately before the Battle of Hunayn. Some Muslims had just embraced
Islam, and thus they were unaware of specific acts of polytheism. When they
witnessed the polytheists seeking the blessings of a tree, they asked the Prophet
(PBUH) to assign a tree for them to seek blessings thereof, The Prophet (PBUH)
was greatly surprised and shocked by their suggestion, He disapproved of their
mistaken proposal and likened it to the affair of the Children of Israel who
asked Moses to assign an idol for them to worship. The Qur'an provides:

“...Make for us a god just as they have gods...”
(Qurién: Al-A’raf: 138)
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The Prophet (PBUH) informed that the Muslim Nation would follow the
steps of the Jews and Christians. He condemned such an imitation.

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

The hadith proves that seeking blessings of trees or any other object is an
act of polytheism.

Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

% Seeking blessings of trees or stones is an act of polytheism.

% If someone has recently abandoned falsehood, he may retain some
erroneous beliefs.

% Idols are usually adored for the sake of seeking their blessings.

% A man may applaud an erroneous act, which does not draw him nearer
to Allah.

% When expressing surprise or exclamation, a Muslim may glorify Allah
by saying 'Allah is Greatest.'

% The Prophet foretold that acts of polytheism would disseminate among
the people of this nation.

*+ It is prohibited to imitate the pagans, the Jews or the Christians unless
what is approved of in the Muslim religion.

% Though the Companions chose the same designation of the polytheists'
tree in their request, the Prophet (PBUH) did not care for that, but
rather he stressed the intrinsic nature of such a tradition depicting it
as that sought by the Children of Israel. Thereupon, rulings are to be
considered according to the connotations rather than designations.

Endnotes

1 This piece of information is related by Al-Bukhdri on the authority of Ibn " Abbés (4859).
2 At-Tirmidhi (2181}, Ahmad in Al-Musnad (5/218), and At-Tirmidhi graded it a fasan
{good) sahih (authentic) hadith.
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CHAPTER

Offering Sacrificial Animals for
Deities Other than Allah

Almighty Allah says:

“Say, ‘Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my
dying are for Allah, Lord of the worlds - no partner has He. And
this I have been commanded and I am the first [among you] of
the Muslims.! " (Qur'in: Al-An'am: 162: 163)

Relevance of the Chapter to the Book of Tawhid

The present chapter elaborates on an act of polytheism, which contradicts
true and pure monotheism.
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General Meaning of the Qur’anic Verses

Allah, Exalted be He, commanded His Prophet (PBUH) to inform the
polytheists who worshipped deities besides Allah that his own prayers, sacrificial
offerings, faith and good deeds must be solely dedicated to Allah.

Relevance of the Qur’anic Verses to the Chapter

The Qur'anic verses affirm that offering sacrifices to any false deity or
object besides Allah is an act of polytheism.

Lessons Drawn from the Qur’anic Verses

% Offering a sacrifice for the sake of any deity besides Allah is regarded
as an act of major polytheism. Prayer precedes sacrifice in the Qurianic
verse; since Prayer must only be offered for Allah’s sake, so must
sacrifices.

%+ Prayer and sacrifices are of the greatest and most rewarded
devotional acts.

“+ The obligation of dedicating all devotional acts with sincerity for
Allah's sake

% Allah has ordained all devotional acts. Nobody is authorized to
innovate further practices not enunciated by the Prophet (PBUH).

The Qur'an provides, ... And this I have been commanded ...

Pl
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Almighty Allah also says:
“So pray to your Lord and sacrifice (to Him alone).”
{Qurin: Al-Kawthar: 2}

General Meaning of the Qur’anic Verse

Unlike the polytheists who worshipped false deities and offered sacrifices
for the sake of their idols, the Prophet (PBUH) was commanded to dedicate
his prayers and sacrifices solely to Allah.

Relevance of the Verse to the Chapter

Sacrificing is an act of worship, which must be dedicated to Allah. Sacrificing
for the sake of other deities besides Him is an act of major polytheism.

Lessons Drawn from the Qur’anic Verse

< Devotional acts turn into acts of major polytheism once dedicated to
false deities. Since offering sacrifices is an act of worship, it turns into
an act of major polytheism once dedicated to anything besides Allah.

% Prayer and sacrificing are of the greatest devotional acts.

# Offering prayers and sacrifices to Allah are of the greatest proofs of
acknowledging Allah's grace and showing gratitude.
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"Ali Ibn Abii Talib (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:

“The Prophet (PBUH) told me four things: ‘May the curse of Allah
be upon him who sacrifices for anyone other than Allah; may the
curse of Allah be upon him who curses his parents; may the curse
of Allah be upon him who accommodates an evildoer; and may the
curse of Allah be upon him who changes the boundary lines of the

land (to steal it). ™'
(Related by Muslim)

Keywords and Phrases

* The curse of Allah: Curse is a ban or deprivation of Allah’s mercy.

+ The one who sacrifices for anyone other than Allah: It includes
those who offer sacrificial animals for the sake of memorials, shrines,
jinn and so forth.

» Who curses his parents: It also includes cursing fathers,
mothers, and forefathers, The person incurs the same sin when
he directly insults them or when he incurs curses by driving
others to insult them.

« The one who changes the boundary lines of the land: It means
that those who change the boundary lines of lands or frontiers for the
sake of plundering peoples properties, are also included among those
cursed by Allah.

General Meaning of the Hadith

The Prophet (PBUH) warns his people against committing any of the
following major sins, which incur Allah’s curse. These sins are as follows:

1.Sacrificing for the sake of any deity besides Allah.
2.Cursing one’s parents, insulting them or driving others to insult them.

3.Harboring an innovative act of worship and providing a secure shelter
for a person who is liable for a legal punishment.

4.Changing the boundary lines that demarcate people’s terrains for the
sake of seizing their property without a just cause.
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Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

This hadith stresses the prohibition of offering sacrifices for the sake of any
deity besides Allah. A perpetrator of such a grave sin is the first to be cursed
according to the hadith,

Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

% Slaughtering a sacrificial animal for the sake of any deity besides Allah
is an abominable and prohibited act. It is an act of polytheism and is
reckoned as a major sin.

< Offering sacrifices is an act of worship, which must be dedicated to
Allah Alone.

& The prohibition of insulting one's parents or driving others to
insult them.

# The prohibition of supporting a criminal or giving him shelter.

< It is similarly prohibited to accept or harbor bid'ahs (innovative acts
in religion).

% Tt is prohibited to change boundaries or frontiers for the sake of
plundering people’s possessions.

# It is permissible to curse wrongdoers and sinners in order to restrain
them from committing sins.
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Tariq Ibn Shihab narrated:

“The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, A man entered Paradise
because of flies and a man entered the Hellfire because of flies. They
(the Companions) said, ‘How would it happen, O Messenger of
Allah?’ He said, “Two men passed by a group of people who used to
worship an idol. They did not allow anyone to pass without offering
a sacrifice to the idol, They, thus, asked the first to offer a sacrifice. He
said, Thave nothing to offer’ They said, ‘Offer (something) even (it
may be as little as) flies.” He offered flies so that they would let him
pass. Thereupon, he was cast into the Hellfire. When they asked
the latter to offer something as a sacrifice for the sake of the idol,
he said, T am not to offer any sacrifice for any deity besides Allah,
Exalted be He! Thereupon, they beheaded him, and he was admitted
into Paradise. ™

(Related by Ahmad)

Tariq Ibn Shihéb (the Narrator)

His full name is Tariq Ibn Shihib Al-Bajali Al-Ahmasi. He was one of the
Prophet’s Companions. Though he saw the Prophet, he did not directly receive
his hadiths. The hadith reported by him is thus termed as mursal . Tariq died
in 83 A.H.; may Allah be pleased with him.

General Meaning of the Hadith

With the aim of demonstrating the gravity of polytheism, the Prophet
(PBUH) increased curiosity by prefacing the story with the phrase, ‘4 man
entered Paradise because of flies and a man entered the Hellfire because
of flies.” Upon hearing these words, the Companions asked in exclamation,
‘How can such little flies lead to Hellfire?’ Consequently, the Prophet (PBUH)
illustrated that those two men, who belonged to the Children of Israel,
intended to pass through a road where an idol existed. In order to pass
through such a road, they were asked to offer a sacrifice for the sake of this
idol as a means of glorification and exaltation. Therefore, the worshippers of
such an idol demanded those two men to abide by such a polytheistic ritual.
The first man asked to be excused for he was entirely without money. They
approved of the slightest sacrifice he could offer, since their goal consisted in
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drawing him to polytheism. Upon offering flies for the sake of the idol, he was
permitted to pass. As a result of his action, he was doomed to the Hellfire.
The latter steadily refused to commit such a heinous act of polytheism and
was thus murdered. He was consequently admitted into Paradise due to his
firm belief.

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

This hadith demonstrates that offering sacrifices is an act of worship,
which entails polytheism if being observed for the sake of any false deity
besides Allah.

Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

% The gravity of any act of polytheism regardless of its slightness

** Whoever commits any act of polytheism will inevitably be doomed
to Hellfire, and whoever adopts pure monotheism will be admitted
into Paradise.

% Anyone may inadvertently fall into an act of polytheism, which entails
chastisement in the Hellfire.

++ People should be warned against all sins however slight they may be.

+* Though the first person did not initially intend to offer sacrifices to
the idol, he acceded to their will. He was thus admitted into the Hellfire,

+¢ Ifa Muslim commits an act of polytheism, he becomes a polytheist, and will
inevitably enter Hellfire. Had he not been a Muslim, the Prophet (PBUH)
would have not said, ‘a man entered the Hellfire because of flies.”

+%* People are judged according to their inner beliefs and intentions, however
few their deeds are.

*» Sacrificing is an act of worship. However, when an act is offered to
anyone other than Allah, it becomes an act of polytheism.

%+ Belief in one God is a meritorious act, which will be greatly rewarded
in the Hereafter.

< The persistent adherence to righteous deeds is a greatly meritorious act.
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Endnotes

1 Muslim (1978).

2 Ahmad in the book of Az-Zuhd (Asceticism) (p. 22), AbG Nua'im in Al-Hilyah (The
Ornament) (1/203), and Ibn Ab{ Shaybah in Al-Musanaf (The Compilation) (6/477
No. 33028) grading it a maugitf (discontinued) hadith ascribed to Salmén Al-Firist
{may Allah be pleased with him).

3 Mursal (incompletely transmitted) hadith is a hadith whose chain of transmission
lacks a Companion transmitter; i.e., a hadith which a tdbi ' has directly attributed
to the Prophet without mentioning a Companion as a link between him and the
Prophet.
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Slaughtering Sacrificial Animals
at Places and Altars Dedicated to
False Deities

Allah, Exalted and Glorified be He, says:

“Do not stand {for prayer] within it - ever. A mosque founded on
righteousness from the first day is more worthy for you to stand
in. Within it are men who love te purify themselves; and Allah
loves those who purify themselves” (Qurin: At-Tawbah:108)

Relevance of the Chapter to the Book

The foregoing chapter elaborates on the legal ruling of offering a sacrificial
animal for the sake of false deities or objects. The present chapter discusses
the cause behind such a sin. It further prohibits imitating the polytheists in
offering sacrifices.
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Keywords and Phrases

« Those who purify themselves: Intended purification includes getting
rid of both physical and moral impurities.

General Meaning of the Qur’anic Verse

Almighty Allah commanded His Prophet (PBUH) not to establish prayer
in the mosque built by the hypocrites to seed dissension among the Muslim
Community. The hypocrites invited the Prophet (PBUH) to offer prayers in
the new mosque so as to hide their malicious aims. The Prophet (PBUH)
was unaware of their hidden plots, so he promised them to respond to their
request. Thereupon, Allah forbade him to offer prayer at their mosque and
urged him to establish prayers in Quba’ Mosque which had been founded on
righteousness and in conformity with the commands of Allah and His Messenger
(PBUH). Thereafter, Almighty Allah depicted the people of Qub4’ as always
being careful to purify themselves of all physical and moral impurities, and
indeed Allah loves those endowed with such a meritorious quality.

Relevance of the Verse to the Chapter

By means of analogical deduction, it is prohibited to offer sacrifices at
places dedicated for false deities as it is prohibited to offer prayer at Masjid
Ad-Dirér (the Mosque of Discord) which was mainly constructed in defiance
of Allah and His Messenger (PBUH).

Lessons Drawn from the Verse

4 It is prohibited to offer sacrifices for the sake of Allah at places
dedicated for sacrifices offered for false deities.

« It is desirable to establish prayers in the company of righteous and
pure groups of people.

+#* It is proven that Allah experiences love in a way appropriate for
His Majesty.

< It is commendable to perfectly offer ablution and be purified of all
physical impurities.

% Legal rulings related to the offer of sacrifices or ritual ordinances at
specific places, are determined by the intention behind the dedication
or construction of such places.

% It is commendable to block all the means leading to polytheism.

S5
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Thabit Ibn Ad-Dahhik {may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:

“During the lifetime of the Prophet (PBUH), a man vowed
to slaughter a camel at Buwdnah. So, he came to the Prophet
(PBUH) and said, ‘I have made a vow fo sacrifice a camel at
Buwdanah. The Prophet (PBUH) asked, 'Did the place contain
any idol of Pre-Islamic Period of Ignorance (the Jahiliyyah)?
They (the Companions) said, ‘No.! The Prophet (PBUH) asked,
‘Was any pre-Islamic festival observed there?’ They replied,
‘No. The Prophet (PBUH) said, ‘Fulfill your vow, for there is no
vow to be fulfilled in defiance of Allah or concerning what man
does not possess. "'

(Related by Abii Dawiid according to the condition stipulated by
Al-Bukhdri and Muslim in their compilations)

Thabit Ibnud-Dahhak

His full name is Théabit Ibnud-Dahhéik [bn Khalifah Ibn Tha'labah Ibn
" Adi Al-Ashhali Al-Khazraji Al-Anséri. He was a renowned Companion, and
died in 64 A.H.; may Allah be pleased with him.

Keywords and Phrases

« Vow: It is an earnest promise to perform a specified non-obligatory
ritual act.

« Buwénah: It is a hill close to Yanbu".

« Idol: Technically the word includes every idol, tomb or memorial,
which may be hallowed.

+ The condition of Al-Bukhdri and Muslim: Al-Bukhiri and
Muslim stipulated specific conditions for their acceptance of hadiths.
A hadith, according to these conditions must be of a continuous chain
of transmitters. Those transmitters must also be of upright character
and have a retentive memory. The hadith must, moreover, be free from
any irregularity or speciousness.
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General Meaning of the Hadith

Thabit {(may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that a man vowed to
slaughter a camel at a certain place for the sake of Allah as an act of submission to
Him. The man informed the Prophet (PBUH) of his vow. The Prophet (PBUH)
inquired whether there were any idols in the place where the man would offer
his sacrifice. When the Prophet (PBUH) made sure that the place in question
was free from any trace of polytheism, he allowed the man to fulfill his vow.
Moreover, this hadith states that it is impermissible for the Muslim to fulfill
his vow if it leads to a sin. Man is also excused from fulfilling his vow when it
is beyond his capacity.

Relevance of the Hadith to the Chapter

The hadith stresses the prohibition of offering sacrifices for the sake of
Allah at a place where an idol exists or at a place where a feast is commemorated
by the polytheists.

Lessons Drawn from the Hadith

% A Muslim is duty bound not to fulfill a vow at a place where an idol
once existed, even if that idol had been completely demolished.

% A Muslim is, similarly, legally bound not to fulfill a vow at a place
where a pre-Islamic feast was celebrated, even if such a feast is no
longer celebrated.

+¢» The mufti is recommended to thoroughly inquire about the issues on
which he is asked to give legal rulings.

+ It is prohibited to offer any act leading to polytheism.

<+ Even if they do not intend to be like the polytheists, Muslims are not
permitted to imitate the polytheists' rituals and feasts.

% Slaughtering a sacrificial animal for the sake of Allah at a place where
the polytheists slaughter for their false deities or hold their feasts, is an
act of disobedience to Allah,

% It is forbidden to fulfill a vow which leads to the commitment of a sin.

% It is not obligatory for the Muslim to fulfill his vow if it is beyond his
capacity. Therefore, if 2 man vows to manumit the slave of another
man, his vow is not binding.
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<+ Itis obligatory for the Muslim to fulfill any vow he takes as long as it is
neither an act of disobedience nor beyond his capacity.

% Taking a vow is an act of worship, and is, thus, prohibited to be
dedicated to any false deity besides Allah.

Endnotes

1 Abli Dawind (3313).
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CHAPTER

Act of Polytheism:Vows for
Deities Other than Allah

Allah, Exalted be He, says:
“They [are those who] fulfill (their) vows...”
(Qur'in: Al-Insan: 7)
Allah, further, says:

"And whatever you spend of expenditures or make of vows-
indeed, Allah knows of it...” (Qurin: Al-Bagarah: 270)

Relevance of the Chapter to the Book of Tawhid

This chapter tackles the issue of dedicating vows to any false deity besides
Allah, It further warns Muslims against such an act of polytheism.
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Keywords and Phrases

« Making vows for the sake of any false deity besides Allah is an
act of Polytheism: Taking a vow is an act of worship. If it is
dedicated to any false deity besides Allah, it becomes an act of major
polytheism.

. The‘f fulfill Vows: It means the commitment of oneself to do
something which is not legally ordained in order to glorify the one to
whom the vow is devoted.

« And whatever you spend of expenditures: The Qur'anic phrase
includes both admitted and unadmitted acts of charity.

«» Or make of vows: The phrase includes both permissible and impermissible
kinds of vows.

« Indeed, Allah knows of it: It means that Allah will recompense people
for their good and evil deeds. Since Allah knows the hidden
intentions behind all vows, the Quranic phrase thus represents a
promise of good rewards for the righteous and a threat of chastisement
to the wrongdoer.

General Meaning of the Two Qur’anic Verses

Allah, Exalted be He, praises those who commit themselves to certain
non-obligatory acts of worship for His sake. Moreover, Allah enunciates
that He is cognizant of whatever alms we spend and whatever acts of
worship we commit ourselves to, and will reward everyone according to
their intentions.

Relevance of the Two Qur’anic Verses to the Chapter

These two verses prove that vowing is an act of worship. Therefore,
Allah praises those who fulfill their vows. Allah praises only those who
commit themselves to observing the obligatory acts or to abandoning
the unlawful. Furthermore, Allah affirms that He is omniscient ofall acts
of charity we offer and of the vows we take. He will, thus, recompense
us for our good and evil deeds. Therefore, vowing is an act of worship,
which turns to be an act of polytheism if devoted to any false deity
besides Allah.
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Lessons Drawn from the Two Qur’anic Verses